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Mike Wolfe lives in Washougal, Washington and plays for 

the Columbia River Pickleball Club. He won a bronze 

medal in MD 65 in the 2015 USAPA Nationals. Mike will be 

running the SSIPA Lewis and Clark Super Senior Shootout 

in Washougal on June 20-22. 

 

Mike was a LA County firefighter and paramedic for 31 years. 
He was the fire captain for 19 years; as the boss of the station 
he was responsible for the outcome of the calls. The biggest 
evacuation he oversaw was due to a chemical fire that required 
the evacuation of 35,000 people to escape toxic gases. He 
also fought brush fires which he says are more dangerous than 
forest fires because they burn hot and travel fast. In one 
instance the "fire came toward us, we were overrun, and the 
engine of the fire truck went dead because it had sucked in 
embers from the fire," according to Mike. "Normally we would 
leave the pump on. We got against a cut bank, everyone got in 
the cab if the truck and put on our air packs," Mike reported. An 
air packs is a Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) 
similar to Scuba gear. Mike said, "We put on a canvas cover to 
protect us and waited it out.  He said they carry a deck of cards 
in the glove compartment--firefighter humor! I asked why they  

 

Mike explained that fires are deadly in Southern 
California. He was driving a fire truck at 60 mph and the 
fire outran him. Firefighters try to save domestic animals, 
but he has not had the chance to save wild animals. He 
says that lightning fires are usually not so bad, but the 
fires caused by man like cigarettes thrown outside of 
cars, arson, and campfires can be deadly. 

don't douse themselves with water. He said, "That us the last thing you would do; you would steam to 
death."  Now firefighters carry a reflective tent like a big bug called a "fire shelter." Outdoors you die from 
burns; indoors you die from smoke inhalation.      

 

 



  

Mike has been to 49 states (not ND), all seven 
continents, and 70 countries. He had 130,000 on his 
first RV and has 100,000 on his current one. He has 
been backpacking since he was ten years old. He has 
hiked the Inca Trail, Haute Route in the Alps, the 
Pyrenees, the highest volcanoes of southern Japan, 
the Milford Trek in New Zealand, the John Muir Trail, 
and Mount Kilimanjaro among others 

Mike's heroes are John Muir because "he loved beauty 
and animals and was an environmentalist," Einstein 
because "he was for peace and thought beyond the 
normal," and Ed Spruill, a friend and mentor who is 
tough and a sportsman. 

 Sports have been a big part of Mike's life and he has 
given back by being on the board of the Police and 
Firefighters World Games. These games started in 
1983 in San Jose, CA. Mike has participated in 13 or 
14 of them including San Jose, San Diego, Vancouver, 
Spain, Adelaide and Melbourne, Australia. Mike plays 
racquetball, table tennis, badminton, flat water 
kayaking  and now pickleball. He has also played 
racquetball, badminton, and table tennis in the 
Huntsman World Games and badminton in the World 
Master Games in Melbourne, Australia where there 
were 1,300 badminton contestants. 

 

 

Mike likes history and reads books concerning WWII, the Revolutionary War, and early American 

history. His favorite book is IN THE HEART OF THE SEA by Nathaniel Philbrick. It is the true 

story of Moby Dick. Mike's next trip is to the Peruvian Amazon; he recommends reading RIVER 

OF DOUBT by Candice Millard. When you come to play the SSIPA tournament in Washington, 

you will be where Louis and Clark camped for six days. A visit to Fort Clatsop and Beacon Rock 

are possible. In preparation for your visit, Mike recommends reading UNDAUNTED COURAGE 

by Stephen Ambrose. Mike certainly carries on the American tradition of adventure. We are 

honored to have him as a SSIPA Tournament Director. 


