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SSIPA Board Adds New Positions 

The SSIPA Board recently decided in order to continue to grow the associ-
ation in the future, new contract labor positions would need to be added 
to the SSIPA staff.  Two new positions are being added with the titles of 
“SSIPA Zone Tournament Coordinator” and “SSIPA Tournament Locator”.  
Both positions will need to have multiple persons filling these roles.  The 
Zone Coordinators will help support tournaments in geographical areas of 
the country by time zones and could be more than one person per zone.  
Tournament Locators will find tournaments that want to join the SSIPA 
Circuit and be added to the tournament schedule.  There could be many 
tournament locators across the country. 

Below are the job descriptions and process for becoming one of the new 
contract labor positions.  SSIPA appreciates the interest in helping the as-
sociation grow and becoming a part of the management team. 

SSIPA Zone Tournament Coordinator – JOB Description/Process 

SSIPA will begin accepting resumes for this position immediately and will 
hope to fill at least three positions for the East, Central and Mountain/
Pacific time zones during the next 60 days.  Please send your resume to 
Ford Roberson @ fordmroberson@gmail.com. 

Job Description 

Title:  SSIPA Zone Tournament Coordinator 
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Qualifications: USAPA member in good standing, SSIPA member in good 
standing, user of PT.com and able to assist TD’s with PT.com trou-
bleshooting, knowledgeable of SSIPA tournament guidelines, prior tour-
nament director experience, good communication skills, administrative  

Duties/Responsibilities: Support tournament directors in all aspects of 
running a USAPA sanctioned tournament using the SSIPA guidelines, coor-
dinating the tournaments commitment forms on the SSIPA tournament 
schedule, working under the supervision of the SSIPA Executive Director, 
communicating directly with TD issues that arise before, during and after 
a tournament. 

Compensation: $150/month. 

Termination: At-will position. 

Start Date: As soon as possible, but no later than July 1st, 2019. 

Supervisor: Reports directly to the SSIPA Executive Director, Ford Rober-
son. 

SSIPA Tournament Locator 

This position will be for locating and coordinating the addition of tourna-
ments to the SSIPA Circuit Event tournament schedule and will receive 
compensation based on a per tournament payment plan (tournaments 
scheduled for 2017-2019 would not be eligible for compensation).  The 
value of a tournament will be based on the size of the tournament.  Be-
low will be the renumeration plan for each tournament added to the SSI-
PA schedule. 

Payment Schedule:   

Tournament Size:           Payment: 

250 or less    $50.00 

251 to 350    $100.00 

350 to 499    $150.00 

500+     $175.00 
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The above numbers reflect the players registered in the 60+ age groups. 

Payments will be made after completion of the tournament and final 
numbers are verified in the tournament listing in PT.com. 

Qualifications: Member of USAPA and SSIPA if 60+ in age, good communi-
cation skills, knowledgeable of SSIPA tournament guidelines and TD SSIPA 
guidelines. 

Termination:  At will position. 

Any person desiring to be a tournament locator may contact Ford Rober-
son @ fordmroberson@gmail.com for an interview and to be recommend-
ed to the board. 

Pacific Northwest Regional Tournament Breaks New Ground  

This regional tournament is breaking new ground by using a tournament 
format that may change how tournament operations are done by large 
tournaments when court space is limited.  The tournament will be con-
ducted at two different sites in two different cities.  The SSIPA age groups 
for players in the 60+ age categories will be held in Albany, Oregon on the 
same dates while the under 60 age groups will compete in Beaverton, 
Oregon.  The sites are about an hour travel time apart.  The current tour-
nament posting for the Willamette Valley Pickleball Super Senior will be 
changed to the Pacific Northwest Regional in Albany.  Please see the post-
ing on PT.com for more information. 

Age Groups to be Added to the SSIPA Format 

The SSIPA Championship Series, which includes the East, West, and World 
will be adding the age groups 85+ and 90+ for the 2019 tournaments.  In 
2020, these age groups will be added to all SSIPA Circuit Events.  If there 
are not three entrants in these new age groups, they will be combined 
with younger age groups, but will be medaled separately.  SSIPA is please 
to accommodate these age groups based on member requests.  The SSIPA 
Board adopted this at the most recent board meeting. 
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Managing Tournament Growth 

Have you noticed the explosion in tournament registration numbers dur-
ing this past year and now during the first quarter of 2019.  Existing tour-
naments are growing by 50% to 100% and more.  Keeping up with this de-
mand has put a strain on facilities, days of operations, volunteers and 
paid staff.  Many tournaments are now closing registrations early, leaving 
players frustrated when they are not able to get into a tournament.  The 
demand is exceeding the supply.  The question becomes “How are tour-
nament directors going to meet the demand?”. 

There are several possible solutions to these dilemmas, more courts, 
more days, longer days and of course limit the number of players.  Tour-
nament directors need to begin planning now for how the growth will af-
fect their future tournaments.  How to solve this problem may require 
the collaboration of tournament directors across the country. 

Would you be interested as a tournament director in joining forces with 
other tournament directors to seek better solutions for managing the 
growth of our great sport, PICKLEBALL.  If you are, please contact Ford 
Roberson @ fordmroberson@gmail.com.  A new Tournament Directors As-
sociation may be in the works. 

Super Senior International Pickleball Association Stars 

March Star:  Eldonna Coats, Topeka, KS 

Sports have always been a part of my 
life in Topeka, Kansas. I grew up, play-
ing every back yard game imaginable 
with my parents and two younger sis-
ters. Our family would play a lot of 
ping pong and  many friends would 
come over to play with us. When I was 
learning to play, my dad would give me 
a point every time I got the ball over 
the net to keep me encouraged.   8th 
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grade was when I first played on softball and volleyball teams and I con-
tinued to play into my 50's. I quit those sports to concentrate on pickle-
ball.   

About twelve years ago, a friend from softball introduced me to pickle-
ball and my life was changed. I met my husband of 9 years, Mike Coats,  
while playing pickleball. He was a 40 year tennis player and I was im-
pressed with how he played and his sense of humor. My two daughters 
and three grandchildren live close so I am able to share activities in their 
lives.   

I retired in 2012 from Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Kansas after being employed 
for 31 years. I retired early in order to 
play pickleball and travel to tourna-
ments. Mike was able to attend some out 
of state tournaments with me, but now 
since he retired last year, we are able to 
travel more.  After I retired I became an 
USAPA Ambassador in Topeka, and the 
last several years have served as District 
Ambassador for the State of Kansas. I am 
also the Pickleball Coordinator for the 
local Genesis Health Club.  

It has been such a blessing to share the 
love of this game with my family. My 
mother learned to play this game at age 
81 and continues to play occasionally at 
age 87. My sister, Teresa Miller, plays in 
Wyoming and we can share mutual in-
terests and experiences by attending 
the same tournaments. I am teaching 
my grandchildren ages, 3, 8, and 10 to 
play ping pong and pickleball.  
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The opportunity to make new friends  all over the country is amazing. 
For me, seeing old friends and meeting new people at tournaments is a 
big part of the overall experience. One of the first tournaments I at-
tended, I met Grace Jaworsky, and we have been playing tournaments 
together ever since. One of my favorite tournaments was taking gold 
with Grace at the Duel in the Dessert at Palm Creek. My favorite mixed 
doubles tournament was taking gold with Mike at the Grand Canyon 
State Games in 2015.    

I am so thankful I found this game that has changed my life. My days and 
weeks revolve around where I am playing and what tournaments I will 
attend. I am constantly looking for ways to improve my game, both phys-
ically and mentally.  I plan on playing for many years to come.   

April Star: Paul Hawkes, Cape Elizabeth, Maine 

Jill and I live in Cape Elizabeth, Maine 
with our dog Henry and two cats Stella 
and Aja.  I married Jill in 2012, after 
my wife of 38 years, Norma, passed 
away after a long illness. 
I was born in Bangor, Maine.  I gradu-
ated from High school and College in 
Bangor with a B.S. in Business Adminis-
tration and in Boston, I completed my 
Masters Degree in Business Administra-
tion.      

In 1967, I was drafted into the Army 
for two years of active duty.  I went to Basic Training at Fort Bragg in 
North Carolina.  After Basic I was assigned to the 203rd MI Detachment at 
Fort Hood in Texas .  The final year of my active duty was stationed at 
the 500th Engr. Co. in Bien Hoa, Vietnam.  I  enlisted  with the N.H. Army 
Reserves in Portsmouth, N.H. and I then moved back to Maine and joined 
the Maine Army NationalGuard and retired in Oct. 2004 at the age of 60 
with 28 years service to our country. 
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After my two years active duty, I went to work at First National Bank of 
Boston at the Corporate HQs as an Accountant for 10 years.  I then went 
to work for the State of New Hampshire as an Auditor for Division of 
Mental Health during the years 1980-1982.  In 1982, I returned to Maine 
and worked as an Auditor for the Defense Contract Audit Agency for the 
Federal Government.  I retired on Jan. 3rd 2007, after 24 years. 

Hobbies and Activities include: 

Hiking, biking, kayaking, tennis, discus/shot put, basketball, travel, fish-
ing, spending time with family, and researching companies for investing 
in common stocks. 
I play pickleball both summer and winter in various locations in Maine 
including Portland and Falmouth. 

I played a lot of Tennis over 10+ 
Years, social and competitive.   It 
was in March 2014 my Tennis Buddy 
Col. Louis(Bill) Austin said to me I 
should try Pickleball which was be-
ing played at South Portland Com-
munity Center.  At the time, Pick-
leball was not on my radar, having 
no idea what it was all about.  A 
couple of weeks later I went over 
and watched and met Rocky Clark, 
USAPA Regional Director for the At-
lantic Region, who lives in Portland, ME and  comes to South Portland 
Community Center to work with new players and all skill levels.  I also, 
met Bruce(Gibby) Gibbs who taught me the fundamentals of Pickleball, 
and I became another member of the Pickleball  family. 

My Pickleball Moments Include: 

2015: Age 70+ Medaling in Tennis, Pickleball, Track and Field, National 
Senior Games and Maine Senior Games  and was Awarded “Male Athlete 
of the Year”for Maine 
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2015-2018: Age 70+ Medaling Na-
tionals Robson Ranch, USAPA At-
lantic Regionals, SSIPA East Cham-
pionships and Margaritaville Na-
tionals. 
Participated in the Inaugural 
Bainbridge Cup and the Spanish 
Open, Huntsman, and US Open in 
Naples 

Tips:  

1) Don’t say something that motivates your opponents prior or during a 
game to a higher level of focus and play. 

2) When your partner is serving, stay behind the baseline until you de-
termine whether it is deep or not.  It is best to be going forward after 
determination and not before to avoid having to go back. 
How has Pickleball changed my life?  Pickleball is the ultimate sport for 
me.  I have played racket sports for years.  I can put all my skills learned  
from competitive tennis to use.  It suits me fine that there is less area to 
cover.   Love the net play of the game and it helps to have quick hands 
and reflexes.  Pickleball is a great wellness opportunity to improve ones 
health and fitness, for the opportunity to continue to compete/socially, 
and have fun.  I have met so many nice Picklers and enjoy my time with 
everyone win or lose.  No one loses who plays the game.  It is a rush/high 
nothing like making a great shot or looking forward to drilling or playing 
another game. I am indebted to all the fine players at all levels and ages 
in Maine for making me a better player and person.  Thank you. 

BTW.....My goal is to win Gold in California:) I currently need a MXD 
Partner age 75+, 4.0 for the Nov. 2019 Margaritaville USA Pickleball Na-
tional Championships in Indian Wells. If you are interested please contact 
me. 
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SSIPA Tournament Schedule Update 
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Super Senior International Pickleball Association - 2019 Tournament Schedule

# S Date Tournament Location
Reg. Open 

Date
1 1/8-13/19 USAPA Southwest Regional Surprise, AZ Open
2 1/24-26/19 Hawaiian Open Kona, HI Open
3 (S) 1/29-31/19 Sun City Marinette SSIPA Sun City, AZ Open
4 2/7-11/19 Sombrero Showdown and Amigos Cup San Carlos, Mex Open
5 (S) 2/19-21-19 Space City Championships Houston, TX Open
6 3/2-3/19 The Grapevine Indoor Tournament Grapevine, TX Open
7 (S) 3/18-21/19 Sunshine Sizzler at Kings Point Sun City Center, FL Open
8 3/28-31/19 USAPA Mid-South Regional Denton, TX Open

87 4/05-07/19 Aaron Gifford Pickleball Benefit Tournament Las Cruces, NM Open
10 (S) 4/05-07/19 Kissing Tree Invitational San Marcos, TX Open
11 5/03-05/19 Quad States Senior Open Denton, TX Open
12 5/24-29/19 USAPA Mountain Regional Brigham City, Utah Open
13 6/27-30/19 USAPA Atlantic Regional Hanover, MA Open
14 (P) 6/28-30/19 USAPA Great Lakes Regional Kalamazoo, MI 4/1/19
15 6/29-30/19 Super Senior Best of the West Championship Concord, CA Open
16 7/10-14/19 Bainbridge Cup & German Open Essen, Germany Open
17 7/12-14/19 Colorado Pickleball Open Arvada, CO 4/5/19
18 7/31-8/4/19 USAPA Middle States Regional Lakeville, MN 4/2/19
19 8/14-17/19 VIM Today QC Pickleball Classic Moline, IL 4/5/19
20 8/22-25-19 Billy The Kid Ruidoso, NM 5/1/19
21 8/23-25/19 USAPA Atlantic South Regional Foley, AL 4/2/19
22 8/22-25/19 The English Open Nottingham, England Open
23 9/05-08/19 USAPA Great Plains Regional Colorado Springs, CO 5/8/19
24 9/06-08/19 USAPA Pacific Northwest Regional Beaverton/Albany, OR tbd
25 9/06-08/19 Mansfield Summer Slam Pickleball Mansfield, TX 6/1/19
26 (S) 9/16-18/19 SSIPA East Championships Griffin, GA 6/1/19
27 9/18-22/19 USAPA West Regional Fountain Valley, CA tbd
28 9/20-22/19 USAPA Mid-Atlantic Regional Myrtle Beach, SC 5/1/19
29 (S) 9/30-10/03/19 SSIPA West Championships Surprise, Arizona 71/2019
30 10/04-06/19 Japan Open Pickleball Championships Yamanouchi, Japan 5/1/19
31 10/15-17/19 Horseshoe Bay Senior Open 50+ Horseshoe Bay, TX 7/1/19
32 (S) 11/22-24/19 JW Marriott - Phx Desert Holiday Classic Phoenix, AZ 9/1/19
33 (S) 12/02-06/19 SSIPA Worlds Surprise, Arizona 9/5/19
34 12/13-15/19 Copa Di Vino Cup San Felipe, Baja, MEX 4/2/19
35
36
37
38
39
40
41

Proud Ally Of
(S) - Standalone Tournament
(P) - Point Evenrt

As of 4/18/2019
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2019 SSIPA Circuit Point Leaders 

  

Tournament Updates: 

Sunshine Sizzler, Kings Point  

Here’s what Chris Thomas had to say about this event in Sun City Center, 
FL: 
  I played at the recently completed SSIPA Kings Point, Florida tour-
nament held at the Sun City development.  This was a 4 day event, as 
there just 8 courts and no lights in which to accommodate the size the 
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event.  There were about 200 registered players with 10-12 of those be-
ing the only ones under 60.  Tournament Director Cat Drinkard and her 
team did a super job of organizing and executing the brackets.  The play-
er goody bag was well above average.  Everything was on time, and there 
were more than enough refs for all matches.  Jeff Shank of the Villages 
was there to assist the ref team, as well as score refs who were trying to 
be certified.  There was one weather delay on Tuesday due to rain, when 
half of the Mixed Doubles matches had to be moved to Thursday.   

I along with my sisters, Sandra and Patricia, worked the SSIPA info table 
during the tournament.  Had a great location, right at entrance to courts 
and next to player check-in.  SSIPA folks did get their SSIPA bag tag in-
cluded in their goody bags.  During morning announcements, players who 
were veterans were asked to identify themselves, and were handed a SSI-
PA veteran pin.  Since almost all players were already SSIPA members, 
there were not a lot of questions for us at the 
table.   

Attached are two photos, one of the banner, 
and the second of my sisters and I on the 
podium.  I call this the “SSIPA Siblings win Sin-
gles” medals.  
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Space City Championships, Houston, TX 

The first Space City Championships was held in Houston, TX at the Hous-
ton Badminton Center on February 19-21st.  This was also the first SSIPA 
circuit event to be held in the Houston area and included players in the 
19+ and 50+ age groups as well as the 60+ age groups supported by SSIPA.  
The badminton center featured 12 hardwood indoor courts and three days 
of doubles play.  A special thanks goes to the tournament director, Rom-
mie Maxey and the operations manager, Mitus Junatas.  Rommie has par-
ticipated in a number of SSIPA events and stepped up to bring SSIPA to 
Houston, a pickleball hotbed in Texas. 

This tournament had 17 sponsors that provided a large number of raffle 
prizes, discount coupons and support in a variety of other ways.  Players 
enjoyed the traditional orange goody bags from Pickleball Central.  Pad-
dle companies included Onix, Paddletek, Franklin, Engage and Vulcan.  
These companies provided both paddles and backpacks.  Symbol Arts pro-
vided medals designed by Mitus that were some of the most unique ever.  
The medals were representative of the tournament title Space City and 
were as big as Texas. 

Here are a few of the numbers and stats for this tournament including 
the ten states represented:  

172 players registered, 135 SSIPA (60+) players, 37 under 60+ players 
(in 19+ and 50+ Age events), 32 events in 3 days, 204 matches played 
on 12 courts, 22 total hours played or 7.33 hours/day of non-stop pick-
leball, 60 listed player volunteers, 41 referees.  States represented in-
cluded: Arkansas, California, Florida, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Mi-
chigan, Missouri, New Mexico, Texas. 

A special thanks to all of those that traveled such great distances to sup-
port this special SSIPA Circuit Event. 
Thanks to the players volunteers and referees that make all these tour-
naments possible. 
Hope to see all of you and many more back in Houston again next year. 
To see the tournament picture gallery, go to: https://www.dropbox.com/
sh/n3jnat1r0u2lcpm/AAA84zrpvJH-g_HMBLlh8iFya?dl=0 
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Aaron Gifford Benefit Tournament, Las Cruces, NM 

This tournament is way more than just another pickleball tournament.  
Your heart was moved like never before in support of our veterans that 
suffer from PTSD and the Mission 22.  CeCe Hunter and family are keeping 
the memory of her son Aaron Gifford alive through this benefit tourna-
ment in which her entire family provides support for each other and the 
tournament.  
Mission 22 
keeps us aware 
that 22 of our 
veterans daily 
take their lives 
as a result of 
PTSD.  The Mis-
sion of this 
tournament is 
to provide a 
healing envi-
ronment with a 
fun sport while 
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raising funds for these wonderful causes.  If you want to provide support 
to an important cause, do not miss this tournament next year the first 
weekend in April. 

As the second annual tournament, the growth went from 99 players last 
year to 149 this year, over 50% increase in just one year.  Players attend-
ed from eleven states and earned 86 gold medals, 58 silver and 36 
bronze.  There were 176 matches played on the weekend in this doubles 
only tournament.  Eighty-seven of the players were in the 60+ events.  
There were 12 courts in use at the NMSU tennis center on six tennis 
courts.  This location could host a much larger tournament in the future 
at such a wonderful site.  Covered stands were available for both players 
and spectators.  Both the men’s tennis coach and a number of his players 
participated in the tournament with great success.  Thanks coach Carlos 
Vargas. 

In support of the Mesilla Valley Community of Hope Veterans Housing pro-
gram and Mission 22, $27,000 less expenses were generated.  Congratula-
tions to the family and all those that supported them in this effort. 

Special thanks to CeCe Hunter, tournament director, Leanne Smith, tour-
nament operations, and Laura Smart, referee coordinator and the rest of 
the tournament committee.  Bob Beymer took over 1200 pictures and a 
link will follow. 

The New Mexico sunsets were out of this world, if you get me drift.  Do 
not miss this tournament next year for a heart warming experience. 
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Grapevine Indoor Tournament  

On March 2-3 at the Fieldhouse USA players from around the country 
competed for titles at the first Grapevine Indoor Tournament.  This site 
was the host for the 2018 Mid-South Regional Tournament and boasts 18 
indoor temporary courts on six indoor basketball courts.  This the location 
is inside the Grapevine Mills Mall and offers direct access to shopping and 
the food court.  Players can both compete, relax and shop all at one site.  
The Dallas/Fort Worth metroplex with its many cities has become one of 
the major pickleball centers in Texas and with easy access to the DFW In-
ternational airport makes for a special destination tournament. 

The tournament goal was to host around 300 players so that the days 
events could be completed in the late afternoon each of the two days.  
There were 302 players that participated in the event.  Due to the popu-
larity of the location and facility, registration filled up quickly and was 
closed early leaving some players wishing they had signed up earlier.  
Pickleballtournaments.com had multiple updates being implemented dur-
ing the time of the tournament that presented challenges to the tourna-
ment operations staff.  The good news was that all matches were com-
pleted both days of the tournament.  Knowing the situation allowed play-
ers to realize that the tournament team worked hard to get all issues re-
solved. 

The Onix indoor ball was used for this USAPA sanctioned event.  The tour-
nament was a doubles only tournament with play in men’s, women’s and 
mixed doubles. The players played a total of 359 matches competing in 
44 different brackets.  Sixty-one players traveled to town from out of 
state.  In the 60+ age groups, 187 of the 302 players made up 62% of the 
competitors. Robson Ranch Pickleball Club had the most participants with 
25 players followed by the Grapevine Pickleball Club with 16. 

A special thanks goes out to John Dalri, tournament director, and presi-
dent of the Grapevine Pickleball Club.  The club had a number of volun-
teers on duty to help make the player experience one to be remem-
beredHope to see all of you in Grapevine next year for a special time. 
tured, please refer to the listing on PT.com or contact the tournament 
management listed on the tournament site. 
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Here is a link to the photos: https://www.flickr.com/gp/
131669366@N02/20L394 

USAPA Mid-South Regional Tournament 

Robson Ranch Denton, Texas was the host site for the 2019 USAPA Mid-
South Regional Tournament on March 29-31st.  The Ranch as it is common-
ly known has 16 permanent pickleball courts with 6 adjacent tennis 
courts that were set up as 24 additional temporary pickleball courts for a 
total of 40 courts.  Thirty-two courts were used for competition and 8 
courts were used for warm-up and practice courts.  To this date, it is be-
lieved that only the US Open, USAPA Nationals and the USPAPA West Re-
gional have had more courts set up for a tournament.  There were a little 
over 600 players registered for the tournament, but by the time play be-
gan injuries and emergencies dropped the number competing to 598.  
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Players attended from 37 states and 3 countries, including Canada and 
Mexico. 

Tournament directors and operations staff decided due to the court 
arrangement, brackets scheduled and operations location, that it would 
be best to use the operations model used at the USAPA National tourna-
ment in 2018.  The play courts were divided into two groups of 16, per-
manent and temporary, with 60+ and under 60 brackets played on each 
group.  Using the split system in the software pickleballtournaments.com, 
allowed the operations staff to minimize the court/match turnaround to 
keep matches on schedule and reduce the fatigue on staff.  Staff was 
scheduled to split the days and allow multiple persons to run the event 
and court desks.  There were 1073 matches played during the three days 
of competition averaging a little over 350 each day in the 5 events. 

The tournament started with a practice day on Thursday that included a 
referee training session and a reception that night at the Clubhouse Ball-
room.  Special entertainment, a magician, was provided by Kid Davey, an 
ambassador from Arkansas.  There were about 20 sponsors for this tour-
nament that provided balls, goody bags, paddles, a net, player bags, and 
hats with a total of 44 raffle prizes from purchased raffle tickets.  These 
were given away at noon on Sunday.  At the reception, about 20 prizes 
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were also given away at no charge to the players who paid $5 to attend.  
There were over 60 ambassadors in attendance at this tournament from 
both the Mid-South and around the country.  

Weather became a major factor on Saturday, the mixed doubles day.  A 
morning rain delayed the start by 2 hours.  With players and volunteers 
both assisting the courts were dried with both equipment and towels.  
The 16 temporary courts were chalked and re-taped after drying.  The 
taping was done in what is believed to be a record time of 28 minutes for 
16 courts.  Everyone got a role of tape and went to work and did a won-
derful job.  The wind gusted to 40 mph making play a new experience for 
many players.  The matches were completed only one hour after the pre-
dicted schedule.  All were glad to get the day completed. 

A special thanks goes out to the over 100 volunteers that provided excep-
tional services to the players.  Seventy-five were from the Ranch and an-
other twenty-five were from the Mid-South Region.  There were about 
150 that contributed by refereeing the matches.  All were paid including 
the line judges.  Tom Burkhart was the tournament director as usual.  
Tom is the longest tenured regional director of ambassadors in the USAPA 
and the Mid-South was the first and is the longest running regional tour-
nament.  Mark Kellam managed about 16 people in the operations tent 
and Bob and Irene Romagosa were the referee coordinators and were as-
sisted by a number of volunteers as well.  Chuck Flanagan and others did 
the match calls.  A wonderful group of volunteers makes for a great tour-
nament. 

A link to the tournament gallery is below: 

https://www.rwhphoto.com/Events/USAPA-Mid-South-Regional-Pickleball-
Tournament 

Again, thank you to all the players and volunteers who made the Mid-
South Regional Tournament a huge success.   

Kissing Tree Invitational 

The Kissing Tree Invitational was to be held April 5-7th in the retirement 
community at San Marcos, Texas on eight outdoor lighted courts.  Like a 
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number of tournaments in Texas, Florida, California and Arizona over the 
last six months, weather became a major factor and only the first day 
was able to be played. Men’s singles and Women’s doubles results are 
available online at PT.com. Prior to the tournament, local pickleball pro 
Matt Lazarine provided clinics to help players attain a better understand-
ing of the strategies and shots needed to develop their games and take 
them to the next level.  The pentathalon skills challenge was added this 
year for players to compete in 5 different skills to win prizes as well.  
These events were participated in between 2 and 4pm in the afternoon.  
Prizes were awarded. 

A tremendous amount of hard work and planning goes into each and every 
tournament.  SSIPA wants to thank Larry and Jo Honeycutt as tournament 
director and referee coordinators for host this second annual event.  SSI-
PA hopes this tournament will continue again next year with better luck 
with the weather. 
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Communications Review:  

1. We have various ways to communicate with us via email: please 
use the appropriate email:   

a. For MemberLeap and membership questions: ssipa.member-
ship@gmail.com 

b. For general questions about our organization, policies, proce-
dures – that pertain to all members: ssipa.pb@gmail.com 

c. For web site questions or comments: 
ssipa.webmaster@gmail.com 

2. www.ssipa-pb.org  is our official web page and the primary way 
information is passed on to members and the pickleball communi-
ty. Please visit this site and get: Breaking News, SSIPA Code of 
Ethics/Bylaws, SSIPA Stars (player profiles), Board member bios, 
Membership, Founding Members, Tournament Schedule and links 
to results, Guidelines on Hosting a Tournament and SSIPA Point 
Leaders. 

3. Join our Group Facebook page: you can ask to join (it is a closed 
group) by searching for Super Senior International Pickleball Asso-
ciation.  

4. We also have a SSIPA Facebook Page to better share information 
and have you Follow 

Membership Number: Will I need my SSIPA Membership Number?  When 
you join we will send you your SSIPA membership number. You should not 
need it in the future as each Tournament Director will receive a list of all 
current SSIPA Members that are playing in their tournament. There is no 
membership card.  If you have a problem, contact: 
SSIPA.Membership@gmail.com     

SAFETY in all our tournaments and play is paramount. Super Senior play-
ers can be more prone to minor injuries – stretching before play, ade-
quate hydration, and proper conditioning should be a goal for everyone. 
Eye protection, while not required, is strongly recommended. The poten-
tial for eye injury is high and can easily be protected/minimized by al-
ways wearing glasses, sunglasses or goggles - both indoor and outdoor. 
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