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MEET THE SSIPA BOARD MEMBER CANDIDATES 

1. Nicolas Falletta (Indiana). 

 

Qualifications: 

Number of years as an active member of USA PIckleball 

7 

Are you a current USA Pickleball Ambassador? 

YES 

Types of service to USA Pickleball, 

Regional or Local Club 

 

Participated on committees, task forces, special projects and other functions. 

List your accomplishments. 

I am President of Michiana Pickleball Club a 501c3 Corporation with 11 board members for the past 5 

years. During that time I changed the club 501c7 to the 501c3 so our sponsors could enjoy the tax 

benefits. When I assumed office there were only a couple venues for Pickleball. Now 5 years later I have 

arranged partnerships with one township and 3 city parks and rec departments. This month we offered 

5ladder leagues at 5 different venues and starting a flex league that doesn't require a venue. Four the 

past 3 years before covid we had one major tournament each year at Compton Family Ice Arena on the 

Campus of Notre Dame University. This year we are having two tourneys. Our first was last weekend at 

Knollwood Country Club and the second will be at South Bend Racquet Club because Notre Dame is still 

locked down. And the SBRC tourney is in memory of Ray Comer who worked for South Bend Parks and 

Rec. Our clubs long term goal is to have our own Building. 

Recognition, Awards and/or Certificates of Achievement: 

Honorable Discharge from US Navy 

37 years and Retired from RDSPOS Point of Sale and Security Company 

USAPA Ambassador for 6 years 

Owner of the Weathervane Shoppe Incorporated in 1986 and still in business. And we have the only 

Pickleball Weathervane available. 

Service to other non-profit or volunteer organizations: 

 

Participation in committees, task forces, special projects and other functions: 

List your accomplishments. 

See above 

Educational Achievements (higher education institutions and/or other certification programs: 

GED Diploma while in Navy 

 



 

2 
 

Other noteworthy voluntary contributions of time, resources and leadership abilities: 

I like to help where I can from behind the scene. 

 

I make anonymous contribution to charities and individuals. 

 

An example is one of our club members is a pilot and donated a plane ride for 3 people to Chicago and 

Back. We had planned to raffle it of at the Ray Comer Memorial Tourney this fall. Not knowing how much 

we would make for the raffle I suggested to the board I would donate $500.00 to our club anonymous 

and the club give the trip to Ray Comers wife and family. 

Explain why do you want to serve on the Board? 

A statement about how you could contribute to the SSIPA mission and organizational structure. 

In the 1070's my job title was Manager of Special Projects. The job was to test new electronic cash 

register. Then I was asked to travel internationally find local cash register dealers, sell them the new 

products, and return to teach them how to program them and sell them. I covered Central America, South 

America Africa, Europe and Canada, 

Additional qualifications and comments: 

About 7 years ago I saw a 15 second clip on NBC News about a game called Pickleball. I gave up tennis in 

my mid 40's because my ankles would turn in and I would be on crutches for a couple of weeks. So when 

I saw the clip on Pickleball I knew I wanted to play. I printed out info on PB and was at the looking 

Athletic Club the next morning and convinced the manager that I would make money for him on the 

basketball courts Durning the hours they weren't being used. And that's how it started here in South 

Bend, Indiana. 

 

Maybe through SSIPA I can help promote Pickleball to a wider audience. 
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2. David Hart (Georgia). 

Qualifications: 

Number of years as an active member of USA PIckleball 

5 

Are you a current USA Pickleball Ambassador?  
YES 

Types of service to USA Pickleball, 

Regional or Local Club 

 

Participated on committees, task forces, special projects 

and other functions. 

List your accomplishments. 

Maury County TN Ambassador 2017 North Central TN District Ambassador2018-2020 Union County GA 

Ambassador 2021 

National Ambassadors Retreat 

GA state Ambassadors Retreat 

Maintained a database for Maury County Pickleball players, contact for places2play for Williamson and 

Maury Counties 

Participated in numerous tournaments and volunteered in several, line judge and desk 

PPR Certified Instructor, have taught over 200 beginner, 3.0 and 3.5 students (no fees) 

SSIPA Founding Member with Gold and Silver medals from first world championship 

Hold annual Christmas party for Pickleball players with over 100 guests 

Gave radio and newspaper interviews to promote Pickleball in Maury County 

Provided guidance on 2 grants to a community and a school through USAPA 

Used Pickleball in a DVD program that went to 2 million Nursing Home residents 

Set up CPR classes for Pickleball players in 2 counties using local Fire Dept 

Published article in Pickleball magazine about raising funds for travel and teaching the sport in the 

Philippines 

Worked with disabled Vietnam Vet to help him play more easily 

Currently planning a kid's camp in Blairsville for this summer 

Recognition, Awards and/or Certificates of Achievement: 

Thank you notes from District and Regional Ambassadors for some of the above 

Service to other non-profit or volunteer organizations: 

 

Participation in committees, task forces, special projects and other functions: 

List your accomplishments. 

I run a 501(c)3 charity entitled Films from the Hart. I film singers and musicians performing traditional 

Christmas Carols. I add graphics, animations, titles, introductions, animals, children, humor and a 

message of hope and love. The final 70 minute movie is duplicated on DVD and sent free of charge to 15, 

640 Nursing Homes and VA Hospitals. I do all the filming, editing, raise the money and provide all 

equipment for lighting, green screens and cameras. 
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We work food lines with family for holidays and do work days through the church. 

Volunteer work in food kitchens in Nashville. 

Video projects for TN prison charity, Nashville Rescue Mission and battered spouse homes. 

Educational Achievements (higher education institutions and/or other certification 

programs: 

B.A. in Economics and Accounting MacMurray College Jacksonville, IL 

Doctorate of Law University of IL Champaign IL 

Mediators Certicate 

Real Estate License 

numerous legal seminars for CLE 

Other noteworthy voluntary contributions of time, resources and leadership abilities: 

US Navy 5 years as Disbursing Officer 

Chief International Counsel for Exxon (non-petroleum subsidiaries) 

General Counsel for Pansophic Systems 

Currently President of Phoenix Healthcare Systems (medical billing) 

Sit on the Board of Directors for Cocoon Resources, Volatile Analysis, Shatus Corp. and PHCS 

Served as President of Homeowners Assoc in Florida 

Served on Board of Trustees for MacMurray College for 10 years and was given Lifetime Status 

Distinguished Alumni of the Year for MacMurray College 

Was asked to be Chairman of the Board at MacMurray, but elected to devote time to Pickleball 

Explain why do you want to serve on the Board? 

A statement about how you could contribute to the SSIPA mission and organizational structure. 

As a devoted Pickleball player, I love to promote the growth of the sport. Teaching, playing, introducing, 

getting grants for new locations and explaining the game to those who have not heard of it or just do not 

understand it are all fun ways to participate. SSIPA represents those of us who are in the later stages of 

life but still enjoy athletic activity. It is healthy and good for the players, mentally and physically. My 

career as a corporate counsel, senior executive and leader will contribute in ways that others have not 

had the experience to provide. 

Additional qualifications and comments: 

My role in producing music entertainments for the elderly has taught me a great deal about dementia, hear 

loss, physical deterioration, mental lapses and several ailments of the aging.  I am very cognizant of the many 

benefits of keeping fit and socially active as the body ages and the mind deals with no longer being productive 

in a workplace. 
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3. Bill Schoen (California). 

Qualifications: 

Number of years as an active member of USA PIckleball 

4 

Are you a current USA Pickleball Ambassador? 

NO 

Types of service to USA Pickleball, 

Regional or Local Club 

 

Participated on committees, task forces, special projects and other functions. 

List your accomplishments. 

I was selected in 1918 by the Marin County Pickleball Club to be their representative in a presentation to 

the Novato City Council. At the meeting I presented the club's position on building 10 permanent 

pickleball courts at Hill Park. Six of the courts were initially approved and 4 more were approved for the 

2nd phase of the project. The 6 courts were completed in September 2020 and are constantly in use 

every day. 

Recognition, Awards and/or Certificates of Achievement: 

Pickleball Events Participation 

Winner USAPA Nationals 3.5, 70+, singles in 1918 at Indian Wells. Runner-up in same event in 1917. 

Winner 2021 Mountain Regional in Las Vegas, 4.0, 70+ singles. Bronze medalist in 75+, 4.0 doubles in 

National Indoor in June 2021 in Birmingham. Also West Regional, 4.0, 70+ winner in 2018. 

 

Tennis Events Participation 

NCAA College Division Doubles Champion - 1965 

NAIA Doubles Champion 1966 

Service to other non-profit or volunteer organizations: 

 

Participation in committees, task forces, special projects and other functions: 

List your accomplishments. 

USTA National Membership Committee member - 2005-2010, 2013-2016. USTA Nominating Committee, 

2011-2012. USTA Publishing Committee, 2003-2004. 

Volunteered for 8 years selling "Bricks" at the entry to the US Open in Flushing, NY. 

Member of USTA NorCal Board of Directors, 2002-2016. 

Member of the CIF-NCS high school tennis committee, 1997-2013 

 

Founder and former president of the USTA NorCal Foundation - 2011 to 2018. Currently Treasurer. 

 

President and member of Board of Directors, Kuilima Estates East at Turtle Bay Resort, Honolulu, HI 2005-

2016. I arranged for the purchase of the "fee" interest in the land under the project which the Board had 

attempted to complete for 40 years. 

 

President and member of Board of Directors, Waikiki Beach Tower, 2007-2018. Under my leadership, the 
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hotel/condo was completely renovated at a cost of over $12,000,000 

 

Member Board of Novato Human Needs 1990-1992. 

 

Volunteer in Service to America (VISTA) - 1969-1970 

Educational Achievements (higher education institutions and/or other certification programs: 

JD degree from UCLA School of Law, 1969. Member of the State Bar of Hawaii (Active), California 

(inactive), and Illinois (inactive.) 

 

BA from University of Redlands, 1966 

Other noteworthy voluntary contributions of time, resources and leadership abilities: 

Volunteer Tennis Coach for Novato High Boys and Girls Tennis Teams, 1997-2003. 

Volunteer Athletic Director at Novato High, 2002-2006 

Explain why do you want to serve on the Board? 

A statement about how you could contribute to the SSIPA mission and organizational structure. 

I believe I have a skill set that will help grow the SSIPA organization. 

 

With my experience in committee work from the USTA and Condo associations, I can facilitate the growth 

of SSIPA and Pickleball. I can work with various interest groups and find common ground to accomplish a 

task. Many of my suggestions for changes in membership for the USTA were adopted by the National 

Board of Directors. I am an advocate for inclusion of our members in decision making. 

 

I am able to organize long term projects and take them to fruition. Examples are the "fee" purchase and 

renovation projects mentioned above. The goals of these projects had been on the agenda by previous 

boards but had never been properly organized. I was able to "herd" all of the cats (condominium owners) 

and complete the projects. 

Additional qualifications and comments: 

I have business experience as I owned and operated tourist magazines in Hawaii and the California Wine 

Country from 1973 to 2016. I promoted the Virginia Slims of Chicago, Florida and Hawaii tennis 

tournaments in the 1970s. I promoted the US vs. Mexico Davis Cup tie in Palm Springs in 1974. This tie 

was the most financially successful tie at that time. 

 

I promoted World Team Tennis teams in Chicago, San Francisco and Honolulu in the 1970s and 1980s. I 

am currently a very minor owner of the Philadelphia Freedoms franchise in WTT. This is through a 

business partnership with Larry and Billie Jean King. 

 


