
Super Senior International Pickleball Association 

Stars -- April, 2017 

 

               Dave Allenbaugh 

 

 

 

Dave resides in Santa Cruz, CA and plays pickleball 

for the Santa Cruz Pickleball Club. He has played for 

two years, entered one tournament, and already is on 

the steering committee for his community and runs 

their website. His real claim to fame is that he is the 

SSIPA Webmaster!   

 

There are those who can foresee the future and then there are 

those who foresee it and dedicate themselves to making it 

become a reality. Dave is one of the latter. He has been in 

electronics since he was a kid including his being a ham radio 

operator in high school. He was taking apart television sets 

before I saw television! His dad was an electrician, he is an 

engineer, and his son is the Director of IT for the 40 schools in 

the Riverside, CA school district. I asked him if it is genetic, but 

he is inclined to think it is exposure and availability. "I have 

worked all my life in computers," he said. "I worked in 

electronics in the Air Force and then designed computers for 

13 years in Minnesota for a control data corporation," he 

explained.  He made large scientific computers-- main frame. 

In1982, he discovered the world of startup companies and 

moved to Silicon Valley. "I loved every job I ever had," he says, 

" and worked for 49 years. There was no bureaucracy and the 

rewards were good when the companies went public." As a 

career he did not design websites. Now he is our webmaster!  

     After retiring, Dave's wife and high school sweetheart, 
Cher, wanted to travel. She loves Australia and Dave 
enjoys East Africa. Next they head north to Alaska. Dave 

is a very positive person who surrounds himself with 
positive people. He feels that everyone should see how 
the rest of the world lives and be grateful for the 

wonderful opportunities we have here. Dave donates 
money each year to school in Africa. 



 

 
 

Not surprisingly, his heroes are astronauts John Glenn 

and Neil Armstrong. Dave used to fake being sick so he 
could stay home from school and watch the space 
launches. He appreciates how smart and well-trained 

they were and the huge risk they were willing to take. 
Dave thinks that we should be doing more in space. He 
says we are dependent on Russia to send Americans 

to the ISS and we pay $7M per shot. He believes that 
we will go to Mars eventually. He appreciates that the 
nations come together for space exploration. "It is a 

common goal," he said. 

Dave has a two year old grandson so I asked him what 
world he sees as his grandson's future. Dave said, " 
You can't stop technology. Google cars are in 

California already. Now they have a person inside of 
them for safety but the person is not doing the driving." 
Dave believes many more things will be automated 

such as the Google Home device that is already here to 
take commands. He said, "Robotics and computer 
programming are careers of the future. We used to 

write code line by line. Now days you put blocks of 
code together to make bigger pieces. It will become 
more complex." 

 

      

 

 

 

 

With all this technology people will have more free time. Dave said, "The challenge is to not waste that time. 

Young people should not miss out on the social aspect of life by playing on their electronic devices." For 

Dave, this is where pickleball comes to the fore. He gets physical exercise, social pleasure, and he meets the 

mental challenges of designing and maintaining the websites for his homeowners association and 

SSIPA!  We are so grateful to Dave for being so generous with his time and his skills.  


