
May/June/July 2019 Volume 3, Edition 3

  

SSIPA Membership/Events Update 

The SSIPA board recently met to consider how to best meet the needs of 
players that enter SSIPA circuit events.  In 2019, over 75% of the SSIPA Cir-
cuit Events have players participating in age groups other than 60+.  Serv-
ing the needs of players and helping grow our great sport of pickleball is 
the mission of SSIPA.  Beginning on January 1st, 2020, SSIPA will allow 
memberships in the age groups 50+ and 55+.  All SSIPA circuit events will 
include these two 50+ groups.  Players that join SSIPA will be eligible for 
the circuit points awards and receive full membership benefits. 

Circuit Tournament Eligibility Expansion 

For the first three years of operation, SSIPA has only allowed tournaments 
that are fully sanctioned by the USAPA to be a part of the SSIPA Tourna-
ment Schedule.  In 2020, SSIPA will begin allowing any tournament that 
meets the new SSIPA guidelines, including Sanctioned, MMO’s (Medal 
Matches Only), and non-sanctioned tournaments to be considered for 
the tournament schedule. 

Many tournaments across the United States are of high quality and have 
an established record of success.  SSIPA has limited the membership’s par-
ticipation due to lack of growth in fully sanctioned events.  In order to 
provide expanded quality services to the membership, the SSIPA board has 
determined this to be the best course of action for 2020. 

Please let the tournaments in your area know now so they can be includ-
ed in the 2020 SSIPA schedule.  A goal of SSIPA is to have tournaments in 
all parts of the country for our membership to participate in the near fu-
ture. 
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Super Senior International Pickleball Association Stars 

May Star - Jane McKesson, Colorado Springs, CO 

It is hard to tag myself “Senior,” but sure enough I fit right into the pro-
file and thus into SSIPA.   So I am accepting that which I cannot change.  
Oh, but wait a minute.  I could lie about my age of 80 years!  And so, en-
tered Pickleball into my life!  I retired at the age of 72 and was a bit 
worried how I would fill my days.  My career 
in interior design had been fulfilling along 
with staying involved with 9 grandchildren 
and their parents.  I am a single grandpar-
ent and wanted to stay engaged with their 
lives.  The grandkids call me “Kissen” and I 
am known for “Kissen Kamp” which was a 
special summer event where I  basically 
spoiled the dickens out of them. 

So let’s chat about Pickleball.  I started playing after I retired.  I live in 
Colorado Springs and spent my first winter in Arizona with sister, Judy 
Graves and her partner Rita Weihe.  You may have met them at tourna-
ments as they have a history of winning.  They didn’t need to twist my 
arm to try playing because I had given up tennis when I started working, 
after a 30 year marriage failed, and I needed “to get serious” about my 
new adult life.  I returned to Colorado Springs and found Pickleball at 
Monument Valley Park.  There I found 50 friendly players and 5 tennis 
courts, very much in disrepair, but painted with Pickleball lines.  With 
much hard work and organization, things began to happen!!  With mover 
and shakers like Steve and Ramona Boone, Jeff Norton, and Nancy Steffy, 
we began our quest for dedicated Pickleball Courts.   

Money for this project was raised from Great Plains Regional Tourna-
ments, silent auctions and some VERY generous donors.  Having lived in 
Colorado Springs for almost 50 years (see how fun it is to be a 
senior....you can remember the good “old days”), I had numerous tennis 
friends, one of which I encouraged to play Pickleball.  She mentioned to 
me that she was trying to give away all her money before she departed 
this world.  Two years later, when things were heating up in raising mon-
ey for the court project, I decided to approach my friend.  She answered 
right away with a $100K commitment.  With the $100K our club had al-
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ready raised, we received the attention of the Parks and Rec Depart-
ment.  Plans began to form and bids were put out to tear out the old 
tennis courts and build 15 new state of the art Pickleball Courts.  And it 
happened!!  Oh yes, I should mention that those 50ish Pickleball players 
have mushroomed into close to 1,000!  Thanks to all that have willingly 
taught new players that have become addicted to this wonderful sport. 

Along the way I have won medals in a few tournaments.  I have two new 
knees and one new shoulder (surely this is not age-related).  I have re-
cently taken a Pickleball sab-
batical as recovery from 
shoulder replacement is slow.  
Perhaps I will need to play for 
social pleasure and exercise 
only and yet you may see me 
“socking it to ya” in my eight-
ies.  In the meantime I will 
continue my love of back coun-
try 4-wheeling, chauffeured by 
my sister in her new two-
seater ATV.❤  

June Star - Jerry Louis - Surprise, Arizona 
 

I was born and raised in San Fran-
cisco and lived there until I 
moved to Santa Cruz County 
when I was twenty five. I was 
very fortunate to have lived in 
such a diverse and tolerant place 
while growing up. It laid the 
foundation for who I became as 
an adult. I lived in the Haight-
Ashbury district during the Hip-

pie’s “Summer of Love” in 1967 and by chance I lived in the Castro Dis-
trict during the beginning of the Gay Pride Revolution. At thirteen I be-
gan working for a neighbor who was a 24 year old General Contractor. I 
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began sweeping and cleaning houses he was building. He became my sur-
rogate farther and trained me to become a journeyman carpenter. At 18 
years old he handed me the architectural plans and I would lead a crew 
and we would rough frame all his houses. I worked three months rough 
framing and then took off two months while all of the plumbing, electri-
cal and finish work was done before starting a new house. As John D. 
McDonald’s Travis McGee once said “I’m taking my retirement in install-
ments along the way” and that’s how I’ve lived from then till now. Work 
hard and play lots. 

I moved to Boulder Creek in the Santa Cruz 
Mountains in the early 1970’s. For a city guy it 
was like moving into the wilderness. I lived in 
the Santa Cruz area for the next 45 years until 
my wife and I recently moved to Arizona. My 
wife of forty years, Heidi, wanted a one story 
ranch style house with a grand room, large 
kitchen and lots space for a garden. I wanted 
to play lots and lots of pickleball so we a 
bought a wonderful home and moved to Sun 
City Grand in Surprise Arizona. However be-
fore we moved here, while I was in Santa Cruz 
I basically made my living a few different 
ways. For over thirty years I worked at the Santa Cruz Civic Auditorium 
which is a part of the City of Santa Cruz’s Parks and Rec Department. It 
is a small multiuse facility that hosted a wide variety of events such as 
concerts, surf films, symphonies, raves, comedians, rummage sales, Miss 
California Pageants, graduations, recreation basketball, and even the 
Royal Lipizzaner Stallions did their dancing in the auditorium. It has a 
large raised stage, 1100 fixed seating surrounding an open floor big 
enough to play a regulation full court basketball. Nine hundred chairs 
could be put down on the floor to seat a total of two thousand when 
there were stage performances. The last fifteen years I was the Opera-
tions Supervisor coordinating crews doing set up of events, cleanup, 
maintenance, security, custodial and in house sound and lighting. I also 
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met with promoters and their event staff to coordinate load in and use 
of the facility.  My hours were totally event driven. When we weren’t 
having an event I worked 30 hours a week from 6am to noon. During 
some events I would work three ten hour days in a row. Since I was doing 
the scheduling it worked out perfect.  Sometimes when events over-
lapped I would work six long hard days and then have ten or more days 
off… “Taking my retirement in installments along the way” It was an in-
credible 30 years. The other half of my income came from sports and 
athletics; mainly softball orientated. For over 60 years I’ve been a soft-
ball Shortstop. The only position I ever played, the only position I ever 
wanted to play. My new AZ license plate is “TOPP SS”… shortstops have 
to be a little arrogant, hopefully not outwardly. Umpiring college, High 
school, Jr. High and recreation games was another source of income. I 
Umpired, trained, evaluate and mentored umpires for the City and Coun-
ty of Santa Cruz, GALS (Girls Athlete Leagues of Softball) and the Santa 
Cruz County Umpires’ Association. My most lucrative income however 
came from charging exorbitant rates (this allowed me do lots of pro bono 
work too) to train girls and young women (8-18) in the art of pitching 
fastpitch softball. I was also a High school Varsity coach at most of the 
six local High schools in S C County and I started two competitive travel 
softball teams. The “Mountain Dream” based in Felton and “Trouble” 
based in Scotts Valley that have both grown and are still thriving after 
decades. 

Whoops! I just noticed I’m at 713 words surpassing the suggested length 
of 650 ,words for this article. Too bad… my next 22 years (50-72) of the 
story are funny, heartwarming, insightful, intriguing and by far the best 
part of the story. 

Oh, pickleball, I guess I should say something about it. Basically if I had 
another 650+ words to explain my involvement with the game it would 
center on two major things that I love about the game. 1. I’ve been play-
ing all sorts of completive sports for over six decades and I’ve never met 
a group of athletes that have been more welcoming, helpful and friend-
ly.  2. I have seen an incredible amount of people whose lives have been 
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saved, that may be a little dramatic, but their lives have been impacted 
and altered in such a positive manner that saved isn’t too far. 

Cheers, Jerry               

July Star - Laura Smart - Las Cruces, New Mexico 

For 30 years from 1974-2005 I had my 
“dream” job as a flight attendant with 
Delta Airlines. I traveled all over the world 
serving millions of customers with a smile. 
My husband of 38 years, Bob Crowley, my 
parents and I vacationed to obscure loca-
tions meeting new friends on every trip. 
When I reluctantly retired in 2005 I vowed 
I’d never work again since my life really 
had been a never ending exciting party!  
  Bob and I moved from Seattle to Las 
Cruces, NM in 2007. This was one of the 
best decisions we ever made to relocate to 
a town where there was an average of 300 
days of sunshine every year! We wake up 
every morning to the sight of the beautiful 
Organ Mountains! I pack up my paddle and 
my Arbonne Mind Health and energy fizz 
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and head to one of our 3 
pickleball locations while 
my husband hits the links a 
mile from our house in Pi-
cacho Hills.  

  At my 65th birthday party 
in 2016 I shared the lyrics 
to one of my favorite songs 
with all of my guests. “I 
Lived” by One Republic says 
it all about my life and 

goals in the chorus of that song, “…I did it all.” I was a missionary in 
Malawi at the Rafiki Orphanage. I was Chairman of the board for the Las 
Cruces Red Cross. I even competed in the Mrs. New Mexico America 
pageant as “Mrs. Las Cruces” in 2010 and won a trophy for being the old-
est contestant at 59 years old!  

My four year pickleball career began in April 2015, four months after my 
dad died at 92. This was the saddest day of my life. I expressed to my 
friend, Carrie, I desperately needed some “JOY” in my life. She suggest-
ed I learn how to play pickleball. A year later in 2016 I competed in 
Roswell in my first tournament at the New Mexico Sr. Olympics. I quali-
fied for Birmingham, Al. for the Nationals in 2017. I was hooked on tour-
nament play after Roswell! 

My first knowledge of SSIPA was in August 2017 in Ruidoso. I still remem-
ber Ford Roberson and Vicky Noakes announcing the brilliant plan for 
players over 60! I totally embraced the SSIPA format. By the end of 2017, 
I had accumulated enough points with SSIPA at #5 and received a free 
Paddletek paddle in the 65-69 age bracket!  My goal for 2018 was to 
move up 1 position by the end of the year. I did just that but had to play 
in 22 tournaments of which 13 were SSIPA in 9 states and had 14 differ-
ent female partners and 16 different male partners! This was the best 
part about SSIPA tournaments was playing with and against players in my 
age bracket! I no longer had to play against the 20 year olds!!!  
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As a USAPA Ambassador for Las Cruces I teach beginners how to play pick-
leball and help facilitate an advanced drill session 
at Meerscheidt Recreation Center with John Bax-
ter and Virginia Barbier (Ambassador as well). 

My most memorable and favorite pickleball event 
was April 7th when John Loveridge and I won Gold 
in 4.0 65-69 at our 2nd Annual Aaron Gifford Pick-
leball Tournament at the NMSU tennis complex in 
Las Cruces. We raised over $20,000 in honor of my 
friend, Aaron Gifford, who suffered from PTSD af-
ter 3 tours of duty to the middle east and at 35 
years old took his own life on Jan. 8, 2018. Our 
committee of eight ladies presented a check for 
$16,000 to our local Mesilla Valley Community of 
hope homeless veterans’ program and a $1,000 
check to Mission 22.  

I realize that pickleball has become the vehicle to 
continue to honor my friend, Aaron and my father, both inspirational 
veterans who served our great United States of America. 

I do have two pickleball goals on my list yet. I’d like to pass my referee 
certification test and I’d like to play with a Pro. I’m thinking I’ll have to 
create a “New” bracket here and be the tournament director in order to 
do that!  

Lastly, I’d like to share a tip I 
try to live by. The lyrics to 
Tim Mcgraw’s song… “Always 
Stay Humble and Kind” re-
mind me every day that any-
thing is possible so just when 
you get cocky and think 
you’ve got the game in the 
bag, the comeback happens 
and you should’ve stayed 
humble!    
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 SSIPA Tournament Schedule 
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2019 SSIPA Circuit Point Leaders 
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Tournament Updates 

USAPA Atlantic Regional - Hanover, MA 

Massachusetts hosted its first-ever sanctioned pickleball tournament the 
last weekend of June, and the overall feedback has been both positive 
and promising.  Starland, a sports complex in Hanover, MA, that was vir-
tually unknown to the pickleball community less than one year ago, rose 
to the occasion as a premiere pickleball destination by successfully host-
ing the USAPA Atlantic Regional Tournament June 28-30, 2019. 

Tournament Directors Sue Carnevale, Joe Lyman and Rocky Clark, along 
with local USAPA Ambassadors Melissa Robin, Beverly Bartley and Susan 
McNamara, worked tirelessly before and during the 3-day event to ensure 
it was well-run and well-attended. Tournament veterans Byron and Mar-
sha Freso were instrumental in organizing the dedicated pool of referees. 

The majority of the 464 participants were residents of the northeast re-
gion, with the largest number being from the host state of Massachusetts 
at 179 players, and the state of Maine coming in second with 61 players. 
That said, competitors hailed from all over the US and Canada.  In all, 
twenty-six states were represented, including CA, TX, AZ, VA, FL and NM. 
Player’s ages ranged from 19 to 80+ years old, with the Super Senior de-
mographic combining for 219 players. In addition to the players, the tour-
nament drew approximately 90 non-playing volunteers. Local seniors 
were thrilled to be a part of the tournament in a variety of volunteer op-
portunities, including registration check-in, court monitoring, and refer-
eeing.   

Starland, as a venue, did not disappoint. 24 courts were in continuous use 
throughout the tournament, and participants appreciated the many 
amenities, including an onsite coffee shop and pub/restaurant.  With a 
successful Regional tournament under its belt, Starland is poised to 
present more large-scale sanctioned tournaments in the near future, so 
stay tuned. The tournament proved to be fun, competitive, and memo-
rable, and the future looks bright for pickleball in the state of Mass-
achusetts and the USAPA Atlantic Region! 
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Best of the West Super Senior Pickleball Championships - Concord, CA 

Our first ever SSIPA Pickleball tournament was held the last weekend in 
June at the Willow Pass Park in Concord, California. The park has 14 dedi-
cated courts and is located in the San Francisco East Bay Area. 

The Super Senior Best of the West USAPA sanctioned tournament attract-
ed 170 seniors from California, New Mexico, Oregon and Nevada. Our 
players ranged in age from 60 to 87. Throughout the two days, the 119 
teams played 336 matches. Many donated prizes, including socks, pad-
dles, balls and wine were raffled. The raffle proceeds will be donated to 
a local crisis center.  
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Great Lakes Regional/Pickleball Fever in the Zoo - Kalamazoo, MI 

The 2019 Great Lakes Regional/Pickleball Fever in the Zoo Tournament 
was held in Kalamazoo, Michigan, June 28-30th at the West Hills Athletic 
Club. This was the first year of hosting the tournament at West Hills, an 
indoor tennis facility that was converted to 20 individual pickleball 
courts. The competition was outstanding, and the feedback from the 
players was extremely positive. The tournament was the first qualifier for 
the 2020 USAPA Nationals, and was also a SSIPA Points Event. The tourna-
ment drew 496 players from around the country, and included 189 60+ 
players.  

This was the third year and final year of Kalamazoo’s contract to host the 
Great Lakes Regional. The event will be moved for the next three years to 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. Make plans now to attend. 

 

  

 

 14



SSIPA Newsletter  April 2019

Bainbridge Cup and German Open - Essen, Germany 

The world of pickleball is expanding at such a rapid rate that mere mor-
tals are barely able to keep pace with our amazing sport.  In Essen, Ger-
many at the TVN tennis center the Bainbridge Cup was held for the third 
time in pickleball history.  The first two cups featured team North Ameri-
ca vs. Team Europe. Team North America prevailed both times in Cup 
competition in Madrid, Spain and in Montesilvano, Italy. 

Now, with the expansion of the IFP (International Federation of Pickle-
ball), the competition was renamed Team World vs. Team Europe.  The 
Asian countries and India joined North America to make up team World to 
compete against the European Coun-
tries.  Twenty-two countries competed 
in total for both teams.  About 400 
matches were scheduled and 366 were 
played.  The final result was 193-173, 
with Team World prevailing once again.  
With only a five percent difference in 
totals, the competition could not have 
been much closer.   

The Cup organizers included Pat Mur-
phey, president of the IFP, Ron Ponder 
from Oklahoma, Director of the Cup and 
Ford Roberson, German Open Tourna-
ment Director.  Germany as host country 
provided leadership from Andreas Kop-
kau, the German Pickleball Federation 
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President.  Andreas did an amazing job finding a facility with 28 courts 
for hosting this special event.  The Cup competition will once again take 
place next year in the London area of the UK sometime in the summer.  
Final dates and location should be forthcoming. 

German Open 

After the Cup competition completed on Friday, July 12th, the German 
Open began on Saturday and Sunday.  Men’s and Women’s doubles were 
played first and then mixed doubles concluded the weekend’s events on 
Sunday.  Using the European model for the tournament, players play 2 

matches for seeding purposes in the 
morning and then bracket play begins 
around lunch time each day.  This for-
mat allows all players four matches 
each day to help maximize play for 
players that have traveled extensive 
distances and expended significant 
funds. 

Using the pickleball tournaments soft-
ware to manage this format allows for a 
seamless effort that provides complete 
historical records.  With about 150 
matches played each morning and 
about 250 each afternoon, a daily total 
of about 400 were played.  Between the 
Cup and Open, about 1150 matches 
were completed during the 3 days of 

competition.  The German Open included 320 players from 22 countries 
(US Open – 15 countries) to comprise the largest tournament ever held 
outside the United States representing the most countries to ever com-
pete in a pickleball tournament world-wide. 

The German Open management team included mother/daughter, Lucy 
Kitcher and Rebecca Kitcher, Ron Ponder, Marina, a German school secre-
tary, three German students, 15 and 16 in age, Andreas Kopkau, co-tour-
nament director.  This special group was trained and coordinated by the 
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German Open Tournament Director, Ford Roberson.  Ford was responsible 
for the registration, bracketing, and all tournament operations including 

players meetings and 
medal award presenta-
tions.  Ford said, “After be-
ing responsible for the Ital-
ian Open last year, the 
German Open operations 
were streamlined and im-
proved to provide better 
tournament management 
services for both players 
and spectators.” 

Bainbridge Cup and English Open 2020 

As the international pickleball community continues to explode into 2020, 
you need to prepare for an experience that could change your pickleball 
life.  For Americans, the language, English will not be a barrier as with 
most European competitions.  Begin to plan now to attend the fourth ver-
sion of the Bainbridge Cup to be held next summer in the London area, 
along with the English Open Pickleball Tournament.  The final date should 
be announced in the next few weeks on Facebook and other media 
sources.  All players have been included in the cup competition at all skill 
levels and age groups.  A 3.0 player’s match win counts the same as a 5.0 
player’s match win.  Plan now to come to London in 2020 and be a part 
of pickleball history. 

Colorado Pickleball Open - Arvada, CO 

405 players participated in the recent 2nd annual Colorado Pickleball Open 
played July 12-14 at 20 Apex Outdoor courts in Arvada, CO. Players from 
23 states and Great Britain were represented. 672 total matches were 
played in 66 different brackets over the three days. 210 players were 
over 60 years of age and 326 were over 50.  Six players were over 80.  275 
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players won at least one medal. This tournament is the 2nd largest annual 
Pickleball tournament in Colorado, second only to the Great Plains Re-
gional in Colorado Springs in September. 
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Quad States Senior Open - Denton, TX 

Robson Ranch Denton, Texas was the site for the 3rd annual Quad States 
Senior Open. This event was held on a beautiful outdoor complex of 16 
courts in the Dallas/Fort Worth area just 30 minutes North of the DFW In-
ternational Airport.  This is the 
home of SSIPA and Mark Kellam 
and Fred Thompson, SSIPA board 
members reside here as well as 
the SSIPA Executive Director, Ford 
Roberson.  In 2018, the Ranch 
host Super Senior World Pickleball 
Championships and in 2019, host-
ed 600 players on 40 courts in-
cluding 24 temporary courts for 
the Mid-South Region. 

The 2019 version was held on May 3rd-5th and included competition in 
men’s and women’s singles on Friday, the first day of the tournament.  
The doubles events followed on Saturday and Sunday, with mixed being 
the last event.  There were 231 players competing this year.  Numbers 
were down a little from last year due to conflicts with two other signifi-
cant tournaments in the state and with the US Open.  These conflicts will 
be resolved in 2020 to give more players a chance to enter this first class 
pickleball tournament.  Players were still in attendance from 17 states. 

SSIPA wants to congratulate the tournament organizers for providing a 
great support network of about 
40 volunteers.  The referee coor-
dinators and referees did a won-
derful job as usual at this tier 3 
USAPA sanctioned tournament.  
Mark Kellam was the tournament 
director and did an outstanding 
job.  Plan now to attend the big-
ger and better version of this 
tournament in 2020 in North 
Texas. 
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USAPA Mountain Regional Pickleball Tournament - Brigham City, Utah 

Ever been to Brigham City, Utah?  Wow, what a scenic surrounding for a 
pickleball tournament.  After being in St. George for this regional tour-
nament the past 3 years, moving from far Southern Utah to the Northern 
top of the mountains was quite an experience.  Snow-capped in late May 
was simply spectacular.   Brigham City is also the host site for the famed 
Tournament of Champions, a special pro money event for our sport that 
has expanded to include ages and skills. 

This event played out over an entire week and hosted over 700 players, 
the largest regional tournament in 2019 to this point.  Players came from 
across the country to test their skills.  This writer was thrilled to travel 
from Texas by car to enjoy the drive through Colorado and Wyoming on 
the way to Northern Utah.  The beauty of our great nation never ceases 
to amaze me. 
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Rain was a major factor in causing multiple issues in directing this mas-
sive tournament; however, Kyle Klein and his staff of volunteers never 
waivered for a moment.  Kyle’s ability to communicate via emails kept 
the players informed and all matches were completed for the SSIPA age 
players.  In 2019, the year of tournament growth, tournament directors 
need to have the skill set that was on display in Northern Utah.  To review 
the results and learn more about the details of this regional tournament, 
go to https://www.pickleballtournaments.com/tournamentinfo.pl?
tid=2673. 

Congratulations again to the tournament director and staff for a wonder-
ful experience in one of the best tournament settings in our nation.  Mark 
your calendar now to attend this event in 2020. 

 

 21

https://www.pickleballtournaments.com/tournamentinfo.pl?tid=2673
https://www.pickleballtournaments.com/tournamentinfo.pl?tid=2673
https://www.pickleballtournaments.com/tournamentinfo.pl?tid=2673


SSIPA Newsletter  April 2019

 22

A Special Announcement 
The International Federation of Pickleball 

We are excited to announce the addition of the following Directors of Departments and 
Programs to assist the IFP and all Member Countries in expanding the Sport of Pickleball. 

IFP Directors of Training, Teaching and Instructor Certification 
• DANIEL MOORE, Certified Pickleball Instructor, National Champion and 5.0 Pro Player 

will be Director overseeing Asia. Daniel resides in Japan for the last 4 years where he has 
been training and teaching players pickleball and he is well known throughout Asia. 

• JONATHAN MOORE, Certified Pickleball Instructor and 5.0 Pro Player will be Director 
overseeing Europe. Jonathan has been traveling throughout Europe providing Pickleball 
training and teaching. He will be residing in Europe for half of the year. 

Under their direction the IFP will be teaching, training and advancing pickleball through the 
World and to its many member countries. They will be introducing a new IFP Certified 
Pickleball Instructor program. 
For more information Daniels email -  daniel@ifpcert.com  Jonathan’s email -  jon@ifpcert.com 

IFP Director of Player Competition 
• FORD ROBERSON, Director of Player Competition.  Ford brings a wealth of knowledge 

and experience. Ford’s experience includes that he is the Founder/Executive Director of 
SSIPA, a Certified Referee, expertise in Training and Player development and his 
extensive knowledge of Tournaments and Tournament Operations will truly be a great 
asset to the IFP and all member countries. His responsibilities will be Globe and include 
oversight of tournaments, player rating, player ranking system, tournament operation 
and referee management. 
For more information on Tournaments and other areas of Player Competition 

Contact Ford Roberson at email - fordmroberson@gmail.com 

 

The World Governing Body for the Sport of Pickleball Growing PICKLEBALL Throughout the WORLD 
Pickleball England 2020 
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IFP Director of the World Pickleball Ambassador Program. 
• RON PONDER, Director of The IFP World Pickleball Ambassador Program. Ron is a world 

traveler and has been promoting pickleball in the many countries he has visited.  He 
brings knowledge as an USAPA Certified Referee and is always teaching pickleball. 
For more information on the IFP World Pickleball Ambassador Program contact 

Ron Ponder email - ronponder@hotmail.com 
We are proud to announce the following individuals as our first group of 

IFP World Pickleball Ambassadors 
Ron Ponder, Jeff Van Der Hulst, Karen Butera, Daniel Moore, Leo Gonzalez, Audrey Phillips, 

Jonathan Moore, Pat Murphy, Ford Roberson, Marisa De Paralta 
 

IFP Social Media Department 
• KAREN BUTERA USA will be Co-Director  
• MANISH RAO India will be Co-Director. 

Both are experienced in social media and the IFP/Bainbridge Cup has recently launched its 
social media Facebook page (“International Federation of Pickleball” Face book page). 

 

IFP Rules Committee 
The IFP will be forming an International Rules committee for the review of the IFP Rulebook.  With the 
cooperation of the USAPA and our member country USA, the IFP will be working in conjunction to help review 
and update rules for the Sport of Pickleball.  The IFP Rulebook may now be brand with its Member Country 
Logo and translated into their language.  This will provide for consistency of rules worldwide and be supported 
by the IFP and all its member countries. 

We want to Thank our Member countries for their continuing Support! 
 

If you would like more information about the IFP, its Member Countries or would like to join 
and be part of the IFP and help grow the Sport of Pickleball all over the World, please contact 
Pat Murphy email at president@ifpickleball.org or visit our web site www.IFpickleball.com 
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Communications Review:  

1. We have various ways to communicate with us via email: please 
use the appropriate email:   
a. For MemberLeap and membership questions: ssipa.member-

ship@gmail.com 
b. For general questions about our organization, policies, proce-

dures – that pertain to all members: ssipa.pb@gmail.com 
c. For web site questions or comments: 

ssipa.webmaster@gmail.com 
2. www.ssipa-pb.org  is our official web page and the primary way 

information is passed on to members and the pickleball communi-
ty. Please visit this site and get: Breaking News, SSIPA Code of 
Ethics/Bylaws, SSIPA Stars (player profiles), Board member bios, 
Membership, Founding Members, Tournament Schedule and links 
to results, Guidelines on Hosting a Tournament and SSIPA Point 
Leaders. 

3. Join our Group Facebook page: you can ask to join (it is a closed 
group) by searching for Super Senior International Pickleball Asso-
ciation.  

4. We also have a SSIPA Facebook Page to better share information 
and have you Follow 

Membership Number: Will I need my SSIPA Membership Number?  When 
you join we will send you your SSIPA membership number. You should not 
need it in the future as each Tournament Director will receive a list of all 
current SSIPA Members that are playing in their tournament. There is no 
membership card.  If you have a problem, contact: 
SSIPA.Membership@gmail.com     

SAFETY in all our tournaments and play is paramount. Super Senior play-
ers can be more prone to minor injuries – stretching before play, ade-
quate hydration, and proper conditioning should be a goal for everyone. 
Eye protection, while not required, is strongly recommended. The poten-
tial for eye injury is high and can easily be protected/minimized by al-
ways wearing glasses, sunglasses or goggles - both indoor and outdoor. 
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