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2020 SSIPA Welcome 

The SSIPA Board and Staff want to welcome all our new members to SSIPA in 
this first newsletter for 2020.  SSIPA publishes the newsletter every 2 months 
or so with updates, tournament reviews, SSIPA Stars, schedule updates and 
other important news from the great sport of pickleball.  Since January 1st, 
SSIPA has added 173 new members in the first two months of this new decade.  
Total membership as of this last day of February is 2342.  Hopefully, all will 
enjoy the services provided by SSIPA in 2020 and for years to come.  Please 
contact us at any time with any question at SSIPA.PB@gmail.com. 

PLEASE READ THE NEXT ARTICLE IF YOU PLAY TOURNAMENTS: 

SSIPA Website Tournament Functions 

The SSIPA webmaster, Dave Allenbaugh, has improved the functions available 
on the website, SSIPA-PB.org, for tournaments.  On the dashboard of the 
website are a number of options. The SSIPA Tournament Circuit button, when 
clicked, provides the entire circuit calendar listing for all tournaments 
scheduled for 2020.  Presently, the schedule contains 45 tournaments, includ-
ing 3 international, 10 USAPA Regional, and 32 regular circuit tournaments, 
covering 18 states and four countries. 

Using this page of the website provides players with information regarding 
the type of tournament, dates, name of tournament, location, tournament 
registration open dates, results, and sanctioning type or non-sanctioned.  
The most important function is the hot link in blue under the Registration 
Open Date.  This link takes the member directly to pickleballtournaments.-
com for tournament review and registration.  This link when activated is 
like a one-stop-shop for all of the SSIPA Circuit Event tournaments.  Using 
the SSIPA website this way makes finding and registering for SSIPA Circuit 
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Events super easy.  Please put SSIPA-PB.org on your browser’s dashboard for 
a great membership service. 

Other features in the drop-down menu under the SSIPA Tournament Circuit 
button are SSIPA Circuit Calendar, SSIPA Point Leaders and Tournament Player 
Guidelines.  The calendar is a monthly tournament calendar.  The Point 
Leaders section is updated the week after a tournament is completed.  
Points are awarded to members that medal in each tournament.  The tour-
nament player guidelines explain how each tournament should be operated 
by Tournament Directors for events and results. 

2020 International Events 

This year, international events are in Mexico, Canada and Great Britain.  The 
tournament in Mexico was the Sombrero Showdown and Amigos Cup.  Please 
see the article below about this exciting event South of the Border and start 
planning now to attend in 2021.  Last month’s newsletter contained the flyer 
for the Kahunaverse Sports Super Senior Slam to be help in South Surrey, 
British Columbia, Canada on August 17-19.  There will be a feature article in 
next month’s newsletter for this special event.  Registration opens April 30th.  
For more information, go to SSIPA-PB.org and click the SSIPA Tournament Cir-
cuit button on the dashboard and then click the “open” button for tourna-
ment #31. 

Also, coming this summer is the English Open and the Bainbridge Cup the 
first week in July.   Registration is open until May 31st.  Currently, over 700 
players have registered for this event, making it the largest tournament to 
be played outside the United States.  SSIPA has been a sponsor for each of 
the Bainbridge Cup Events.  The Bainbridge has been held in Spain, Italy, 
Germany and now in England this summer.  Hope to see you there in July 
where players will be competing once again for the cup:  Team North Ameri-
ca vs Team Europe/World. 

USAPA Regional Tournaments/SSIPA Point Events 

This article is mainly being written for new members and as a reminder/re-
view for all other members. In 2020, all USAPA Regional Tournaments are SSI-
PA Point Event tournaments.  Simply, regional tournaments will follow the 
USAPA guidelines and not the SSIPA guidelines for the skill/age vs age/skill 
events.  The age groups will be combined within skill levels rather than the 
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skill levels being combined within age groups.  Where single skill level age 
groups are sufficient to make a bracket, age/skill and skill/age are the same.  
Hence, 65/3.5 is the same as 3.5/65.  SSIPA members that medal at these re-
gional tournaments will be awarded points toward the 2020 SSIPA Points 
Race.  SSIPA continues to support the USAPA and encourages all members to 
participate in USAPA Regional tournaments. 

Tournament Schedule Update 

The first two months of this year provided tournaments in Arizona, Florida, 
Texas and Mexico.  In the next two months, tournaments will be in Ohio, 
Texas, Florida, New Mexico and California.  Tournaments are currently being 
offered in 18 states this year, so far.   The SSIPA Tournament Circuit will 
continue to grow during the next few months as more tournaments are 
added.  Please contact SSIPA at SSIPA.PB@gmail.com or 
fordmroberson@gmail.com for information regarding hosting a SSIPA Circuit 
Event. 

SSIPA Championship Series Expands 

The SSIPA South Championships has been added to the schedule and is now 
listed on pickleballtournaments.com.  This tournament will be held at Robson 
Ranch, Denton, TX on September 1-3, 2020.  Robson has 16 outdoor perma-
nent courts and is one of the finest outdoor facilities in the country.  This 
site hosted the 2018 SSIPA Worlds and is eager to bring back a Championship 
Series tournament.  East Championships in Griffin, Georgia and West and 
World Championships in Surprise, Arizona will also be held again in 2020.  
These four events comprise SSIPA’s biggest and best competition.  Plan now 
to attend these events in 2020.  Note:  These four tournaments receive ex-
tra points toward the SSIPA Points Race. 

Pickleballtournaments.com Integration 

Please be reminded that in order to register for tournaments and have your 
SSIPA membership automatically recognized in the software system, your SSI-
PA membership number needs to be in your PT player profile.  Log in to pick-
leballtournaments.com and go to:  Update My Profile.  Click this button to 
proceed through the process to update your personal information. 
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Players that want to enter SSIPA Circuit Events without joining SSIPA may still 
pay the $5 fee for a “SSIPA Test Drive” temporary membership.  However, 
please encourage partners to join SSIPA to receive full benefits. 

Super Senior International Pickleball Association Star 

Jeannie Ramsey - Port Townsend, WA 

 I thought I would never love a sport 
as much as I loved tennis!  Growing up in 
San Diego, I began playing competitive 
tennis from when I was 10  and until I was 
62, when we  retired and I moved with my 
husband, Tom,  to Port Townsend, Wash-
ington.  By that time, I needed a new 
knee and hip and could no longer play the 
game I loved.  Six years ago, residents of 
our community on the shores of Discovery 
Bay, raised the funds to build just one 
Pickleball court.  I was one of the first to 
take lessons, and I was hooked on the 
sport that was developed just a few miles 
away on Bainbridge Island. 
 Ah, but I get ahead of myself!  After graduating from San Diego High 
School, I attended Utah State University, following my boyfriend and even-
tual husband to Logan, Utah.  As a Writing and Mass Communications major, 
I was Sports editor and then Editor of our college newspaper.  With publica-
tion three days a week, I marvel that I actually received a degree. After 
graduation, we returned to Southern California where I had a couple of jobs 
in public relations, one for United Way, and one for the University of the 
Seven Seas.  After marriage, a stint for my husband in the Navy, and two 
children, I returned to school and received a  teaching credential, followed 
by a MS in Special Education.  I returned to work when our youngest son 
started school.  Our family basically lived on the tennis court, adding rac-
quetball and the requisite community and club sports for the boys.   
 Following a divorce and eventually remarriage, I now was the mother of 
four sons ranging in age from 11-14.  You can imagine the fun and chaos run-
ning rampant in our combined family! 
 I again returned to school to get my masters in counseling psychology 
and spent the last eighteen years of my career as a high school counselor in 
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Portland, Oregon, my husband’s home town.  There we skied on the slopes 
of Bachelor in Bend and Mount Hood, just miles from our front door. We 
were also competitive race walkers, competing for the Fit Happens team, 
placing second or third for several years in the annual Hood to Coast race 
from the top of Mt Hood to the shores of the Pacific on the Oregon Coast 
 Though my husband does not play Pickleball, he is one of my staunchest 
supporters and indulges me in my desire to spend the winter in Mexico in 
order to play almost daily. We spent five winters in Mazatlan, Mexico, and 
are in our first in San Carlos on the Sea of Cortez. His being a lifelong fish-
erman and boat owner, Tom enjoys taking a break from salmon, halibut fish-
ing and Dungeness crabbing of the Pacific Northwest to catching tuna In the 
warm waters of our winter home. 
 Always the competitor, I love to 
travel to tournaments, with one of 
my favorites being the international 
Indoor Championships In Centralia, 
WA.  I also love the Washington State 
Senior games where the competition 
just keeps getting better and better!  
    When not on the Pickleball court, I 
am an avid quilter.  I lead our com-
munity book group and participate in 
a writing group.  I have just pub-
lished, “An exact Replica of a fig-
ment of my Imagination - a memoir” 
for my family which now includes five 
grandchildren.  Thankfully, though 
there are two grandsons, I finally got 
three girls...two attending Gonzaga 
University in Spokane, WA and one at 
the University of Oregon. 
    Late in my seventh decade, I know 
my tournament days are numbered, 
but perhaps I can keep playing this 
crazy game called Pickleball for many 
years to come, for there are few 
places where people of all ages and 
abilities can get together to just have fun! 
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2020 Tournament Schedule 

 6



SSIPA Newsletter  March 2020

2020 Tournament Updates 

USAPA Southwest Regional Championship - Surprise, AZ 

The USAPA Southwest Regional Championship was held at the Surprise Pickle-
ball Courts, in Surprise, Arizona again this year from January 7-12, 2020.  With 
only 16 courts to work with, we did a lottery to level the playing field and 
give anyone an opportunity to sign up over a one week period.  If you signed 
up with a partner then you were in the lottery.  Those that did not have a 
partner were automatically placed on the wait list.  We had between 1150 to 
1200 players sign up.  Over 400 players signed up for singles and we extended 
the tournament to 6 days.  Originally we were going to do 5 days. 

By tournament time, we could only handle 754 players.  Many of the brackets 
were small because of the numerous age and skill (9 plus 5 or 45 brackets) we 
had to have available as this is a qualifier for the Nationals. Brackets with 1, 2 
or 3 players/teams had to be combined and only the Gold medal winners of 
the combined brackets received an automatic early registration.  Those 
brackets that had 4 or 5 players/teams did a round robin (2 out of 3 to 11, win 
by 2).  Many matches went longer than expected according to pickleballtour-
naments.com.   

What we learned this year is that the Southwest Region has grown so much 
with the amount of player competition, that we will be looking for another 
venue next year with 32-40 courts (temporary nets) at a tennis complex to 
handle the amount of players. 
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Key West Gamma Pickleball Classic - Key West, FL 

Three years ago, in January 2017, I was lucky 
enough to participate For the first time in 
the Key West Pickleball tournament. At that 
time there were 30-40 players, mostly from 
the Keys. All events on one day! Last year was 
my first year running the tournament and we 
had 130 players. This year we had even more 
players coming from further afield. Ten differ-
ent states and Canada! There were players of 
all ages and skill levels, ranging from 15 to 
77 and skill level 2.5 to 5.5! The 
pickleball courts at Higgs Beach in Key 
West are exactly as they sound. Right 
on the beach! There is a one lane road 
separating the courts from the beach!  

The pickleball matches were lots of 
fun after which there was time to ex-
plore Key West. If you have never 
been, it is a must. Many tourist at-
tractions and dozens of great restau-
rants and bars. We are planning to run 
the tournament in the first two weeks 
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of December this year to make accommodation more affordable. Visit ZeroZe-
roStay.com for tournament dates and destinations. Hope to see you there! 

 

 9

http://zerozerostay.com/
http://zerozerostay.com/


SSIPA Newsletter  March 2020

Sun City Marinette - Sun City, AZ 

At the end of January Sun City Pickleball Club hosted the first full SSIPA tour-
nament of 2020.  Aetna Medicare Solutions was the presenting sponsor of the 
tournament held at the Marinette Recreation Center which has 20 outdoor 
courts with 8 undercover in a beautiful Pavilion.  The weather was sunny but 
crisp over the three day tournament. 

The 500 players enjoyed the Arizona desert with Men’s Doubles, Women’s Sin-
gles, Mixed Doubles, Women’s Doubles and Men’s Singles.  This was the first 
SSIPA tournament to implement the new 50-54 & 55-59 age brackets.  These 
extra skill/age groups made for long days and lots of play from 8am to 7pm 
over the three days. 

Sun City Pickleball Club is fortunate to have many vendors attend the event as 
they get to set up inside the Pavilion creating a vendor village.  There is also a 
food truck on sight and each participant was given a Free lunch ticket along 
with a SSIPA player towel. 

Club members step up in a big way to manage our player snack tent, raffle ta-
ble, player check in and many other duties to make this a smooth running 
tournament for all.  Sun City Fire Department staff’s the tournament all three 
days with Paramedics onsite managing any needed first aid or medical emer-
gencies.  We hope other tournaments follow this example of high level med-
ical care. 

As a fully Sanctioned USAPA tournament every match had referee’s and all 
Gold Medal matches had line judges.  Sun City Pickleball Club hosts several 
line judge training events per year as well as referee training events to con-
tinue to create a pool of qualified persons. 

Sylvia Csabon and Susan Anfinson closed 
out the 2020 Super Senior International 
Pickleball Association tournament at the 
Marinette Recreation Center in style 
Thursday evening with the event's final 
medal for the Sun City Pickleball Club.  
Csabon and Anfinson won the women's 
doubles 65-and-older title, in the 4.5 
skill level, by defeating Diane Baum-
gartner and Carolyn Bagley in a final 
game tiebreaker 15-13. 
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The Sun City Pickleball Club took home 41 Medals over the three days, in the 
tournament for those 50 and older, presented by Aetna Medical Solutions. 
There were 516 entrants in what will be the largest tournament of the 
2019-20 season at Marinette Recreation Center. 
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Gamma Sundial Championships - Sanibel, FL 

The Sundial Resort and Spa has 12 beautiful pickleball courts where we host 
two tournaments each season in October and January/February.  
Sanibel Island is a barrier island on the West Coast of Florida where you will 
find sand dollars and a sea turtle sanctuary. Your stay at the resort includes 
the use of kayaks, bicycles, paddleboards, pools, gym and more.  
This tournament was a great success. Players from all over Florida and many 
other states came to participate. After the morning rain everyone pitched in 
to dry the courts and we were able to complete all matches before sundown. 
When it rains, we don’t quit! Players love this facility. We are looking forward 
to doing an all-inclusive pickleball trip there in November and two more tour-
naments. Information available at ZeroZeroStay.com 
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Sombrero Showdown & Amigos Cup 2020 - San Carlos, Sonora, Mexico 

It was yet another world class event in the beautiful venue of San Carlos, Mex-
ico. 175 players from Mexico, Canada, and the United States competed in this 
4 day, SSIPA International Circuit Event and IFP Sanctioned Event.  The tour-
nament not only featured SSIPA players, but non-SSIPA top ranked young play-
ers.  Day 5 included the Amigos Cup, a fun, competitive rivalry between 
“Team Mexico” and “Team World”.  

This 5 day event was not only filled with amazing skill competition, but a Wel-
come Party overlooking the Sea of Cortez, Opening Ceremonies with National 
Anthems from all 3 participating countries, and Closing Ceremonies at the 
Amigos Cup. Toasting the Amigos Cup winner with some Mexican Tequila is al-
ways the tradition. The theme this year was Baby Shark with a Mexican Team 
mascot.  Again, Team World captured the 
coveted Amigos Cup Title for the third year 
in a row.   

Thanks go out to all the volunteers, San Car-
los Pickleball Association, Theresa Melius 
(Tournament Director), Debbie Forrester 
(Amigos Cup Director) and Pat Murphy (IFP 
President) for conducting a refresher referee 
clinic.  Asombroso!!!! 
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South Florida Gamma Championship - Davie, FL 

The South Florida Championship was a new event this year. This year the tour-
nament was played at Bamford Park in Davie. Players came from all over the 
USA, Canada and England! The good thing about South Florida is it never rains 
all day. The rain is usually quick and then we dry the courts. Friday we man-
aged to escape the rain, but Saturday we had to dry the courts five times dur-
ing the course of the day. That is definitely a record! Special thanks to all the 
players who were willing to help us get this done, over and over again. This 
allowed us to get all our matches played!   

Also, special thanks to our head referee, 
Dereck Prince, who did a fantastic job as al-
ways. The medal matches were all very com-
petitive and fun to watch. The tournament 
was run smoothly and efficiently by Lucy 
Kitcher and her entire family! Players didn’t 
even notice that behind the scenes matches 
were written by hand as the software stopped 
working half way through day three!   Be sure 
to check Lucy Kitcher Pickleball Facebook 
page for all he pictures from this 
tournament and other events.  
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Space City Part Deux - Houston, TX 

The Space City tournament was once again a huge success with 200+ partici-
pants competing for the TEXAS size belt buckle medals in this highly competi-
tive SSIPA/USAPA sanctioned event! Spirited play in Women's, Men's and Mixed 
doubles, 19+ to 80 was accomplished over the three days of play. Eighteen 
sponsors (such as Onix, Franklin, Vulcan, Selkirk , Kelsey-Seybold, Luby's , and 
many others) provided balls, paddles, shirts, food/snacks, towels, pens, rain 
ponchos and more.  We are very appreciative to all. We look forward to more 
fun next year. A big thanks to all the volunteers and referees for helping mak-
ing this tournament one of the best! Mark your calendars now for next year! 
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Communications Review:  

1. We have various ways to communicate with us via email: please use the 
appropriate email:   

a.For MemberLeap and membership questions: 
ssipa.membership@gmail.com 

b.For general questions about our organization, policies, procedures – 
that pertain to all members: ssipa.pb@gmail.com 

c.For web site questions or comments: ssipa.webmaster@gmail.com 
2. www.ssipa-pb.org  is our official web page and the primary way infor-

mation is passed on to members and the pickleball community. Please 
visit this site and get: Breaking News, SSIPA Code of Ethics/Bylaws, SSI-
PA Stars (player profiles), Board member bios, Membership, Founding 
Members, Tournament Schedule and links to results, Guidelines on Host-
ing a Tournament and SSIPA Point Leaders. 

3. Join our Group Facebook page: you can ask to join (it is a closed group) 
by searching for Super Senior International Pickleball Association.  

4. We also have a SSIPA Facebook Page to better share information and 
have you Follow 

Membership Number: Will I need my SSIPA Membership Number?  When you 
join we will send you your SSIPA membership number.  You will need to put 
your membership number into your profile for pickleballtournaments.com.  
This will allow member verification when you register for a SSIPA circuit 
event.  Players that do not have the membership number in PT will be 
charged a temporary membership fee. There is no membership card.  If you 
have a problem, contact: SSIPA.Membership@gmail.com.  

SAFETY in all our tournaments and play is paramount. Super Senior players 
can be more prone to minor injuries – stretching before play, adequate hydra-
tion, and proper conditioning should be a goal for everyone. Eye protection, 
while not required, is strongly recommended. The potential for eye injury is 
high and can easily be protected/minimized by always wearing glasses, sun-
glasses or goggles - both indoor and outdoor. 
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