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               Nancy Sass 

 

 

Nancy Sass lives in Valley Center, CA and plays for the 

Castle Creek Pickleball Club. She has won gold at the 

Huntsman World Games and at the USAPA Nationals. 

 

But, pickleball is not the only place where she gets her gold; 
she is a prospector! Thirty years ago she was riding her 
quad  (here in TN we call them 4 wheelies) when she met an 
oncoming rider in a narrow ravine. She had to back down a 
long distance and began a conversation with Jim Julian, the 
other rider. They have been prospecting together ever since. 
They are members of Gold Prospectors Association of America 
(GPAA) and Lost Dutchman Mining Association (LDMA).  

These organizations have properties with some camping 
available. This prevents claim jumping and helps locate where 
gold has been found in the past. Nancy says that, "Selling the 
mining equipment is where the money is."  She has six or 
seven metal detectors, a dredge, shotgun, books, and maps. 
When she dry wash prospects in the West, she wears the 
headphones and Jim watches for snakes.      

      

 

     Alaska is where she has found gold. She went 60 
miles over the tundra in her quad dodging grizzlies. 
Nancy stayed four weeks in the gold camps dredging for 
gold. One miner wears a wet suit and dives under water 
to keep large boulders from plugging the suction hose 
that vacuums up the material that contains the ore. The 
black sand comes up to a sluice box where Nancy then 
pans that material. She was successful in Alaska and 
paid for her trip. There were 200 men and 10 women on 
the Gold Prospectors Association trip. The men had told 
their wives they were off to Alaska for gold. They did not 
want to go home empty-handed. So, if they did not find 
any gold they would go through a broker named 
Blueberry John to buy Nancy's gold at $250 an 
ounce!     



 

 

 

Nancy has also driven up the Alcan Highway to 
Anchorage, Fairbanks, Denali, Dawson, Ketchikan and 
Sitka. Outside of Fairbanks she borrowed a sluice box 
and panned on the shore of the Chena River. She has 
her eye on gold!    

     Seeking gold may have started in high school where 
she ran in San Diego track meets. She qualified to run 
the hundred meter dash in the pre-Olympic qualifier 
where she ran against Wilma Rudolph. Nancy went on 
to play basketball for the San Diego State Aztecs. She 
taught physical education for 22 year at Castle Park 
High School in Chula Vista, CA and put together syllabi 
to teach team sports.    

     Nancy now hikes three days a week at the Daley 
Ranch and lifts weights, stretches, does crunches, 
straight leg push ups, and eats right. She is in great 
shape to prospect and play pickleball--she brings home 
the gold from both ventures 

 

 


