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SSIPA in 2020 

It is only fitting to reflect on one of the founding pillars of SSIPA as he de-
cided to retire from the board last month.  Fred Thompson has been the 
treasurer of SSIPA for the past 3 years.  Fred made sure the filing for the 
non-profit status for SSIPA was successful and provided excellent services 
in all things financial for our association.  He and wife Char are now split-
ting their time between Arizona and Texas.  Before pickleball, Fred was 
an ultra-marathoner and competed in races that included 100 milers.  
Having a successful knee replacement has allowed him to return to his 
first love while continuing to play some excellent pickleball.  Our associa-
tion will miss his services and level-headed way of going about the busi-
ness of running an organization like SSIPA.  The board and executive di-
rector would like to thank Fred and wish him the best in all his future en-
deavors.  When you see him out and about or on the courts, please thank 
him for all he has done during his three years of dedicated service. 
Thanks Fred for superior service. 

Board Membership and Officers 2020 

The board welcomes Dave Allenbaugh, SSIPA’s Webmaster, as a new board 
member for 2020.  Dave is replacing Fred Thompson as a result of Fred’s 
retirement from the board in 2019.  As the person that developed the SSI-
PA website, Dave has been with SSIPA since the beginning.  His knowledge 
and service to SSIPA qualify him in every way to provide leadership to 
move our association forward into the next decade.  If you have not met 
Dave, look for him at more tournaments this year as a competitor.  Please 
help us welcome Dave to the SSIPA board and thank him for all his past 
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service.  The board looks forward to working with him in this new capaci-
ty. 

Three of our board officers will be continuing for their second year of 
service in the same position.  Tim Kuss, President, Vicky Noakes, Vice-
President, and Chris Thomas, Secretary will all continue in 2020.  Mark 
Kellam has been elected to serve as treasurer for the coming year.  In 
2019, Mark served SSIPA as the Director of Finance.  He has a professional 
background in finance and brings a wealth of knowledge to his new of-
fice.  Also, continuing on the board in at-large positions are Debbie For-
rester and Jeff Stone.  Please thank these board members when possible 
for both their past service and for their commitment for the year 2020. 
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2020 – Entering A New Decade 

Tournament Schedule – The published tournament schedule has devel-
oped well for 2020.  Now with 35 tournaments listed, of which, 3 are in-
ternational, 31 are sanctioned and one non-sanctioned, there is a good 
variety from which to choose.  The schedule will continue to grow as ad-
ditional tournaments are listed.  If you know of any tournaments that 
are considering SSIPA for 2020, please have them contact fordmrober-
son@gmail.com or call 325-280-0044 immediately. 

The SSIPA Championship Series had about 1000 entries this year, averaging 
close to 350 per tournament.   East, West and World Championships have 
become SSIPA’s most popular tournaments.  SSIPA is hoping to expand this 
series in 2020 with additional offerings in the North and South making a 
total of 4 or 5 events. 

SSIPA continues to work with pickleballtournaments.com to implement 
membership verification for all tournaments.  This feature will help 
streamline the registration process for tournament directors and ensure 
that players are properly registered for SSIPA circuit events. 

SSIPA has added the rest of the regional tournaments to the points event 
tournament schedule and continues to work with the USAPA as a proud 
ally. For questions regarding tournaments, please contact SSIPA.PB@gmail.-

com. 

New SSIPA Search Feature in PT 

There is a new search feature that has been added to pickleballtourna-
ments.com to assist our members in finding SSIPA Circuit Events.  At this 
time, the feature is limited in which tournaments it displays.  Only tour-
naments with a registration date after 1/6/2020 will be added to the 
search results.  As tournaments are listed and prior to registration open-
ing, these tournaments will become searchable using this feature.  At this 
time, in order to monitor all SSIPA Circuit Events, please go to our web-
site, SSIPA-PB.com for a complete listing of tournaments. 

In order to use the new search feature in PT, simply follow the steps list-
ed below: 
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1) Go to or sign in as a player on the PT website – pickleballtourna-
ment.com 

2) Click on Tournaments/Future Tournaments 

3) Scroll down on the right to “Search For A Tournament” 

4) Click “Expand Search Options” 

5) Scroll down and click in the box labeled “Show SSIPA Eligible Only” 

Please be reminded that at this time, there is a very limited number of 
tournaments that are listed, only those that have a registration date after 
1/6/10 and have been turned on by the Tournament Director.  The list of 
tournaments will grow over time and this feature will become a valuable 
tool for the SSIPA membership in the future. 

As Point Events, USAPA regional tournaments will not be found using this 
search tool, but only be published on the SSIPA website. 

SSIPA wants to thank the Staff at PT for making all this possible for the 
benefit of our membership. 

Super Senior International Pickleball Association Stars 

November Star - Nancy Steffy - Colorado Springs, CO 

I graduated High School from Montezuma, Iowa and received my BA from 
the University of Northern Col-
orado in 1978.  I played basketball 
for both schools.  In 2018, I was 
inducted into the UNC Athletic 
Hall of Fame for women’s basket-
ball. 

I began my pickleball life in 2010, 
after a 31 year elementary and 
middle school physical education 
teaching career in Florence, Col-
orado.  I did teach pickleball to 
my middle school students, as it 
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was an activity in our PE curriculum.  However, teaching juggling was my 
true passion. 

During my teaching career I coached volleyball, basketball, golf and 
softball.   My career was interrupted in 1990 when I was diagnosed with 
acute myelocytic leukemia.  Following a bone marrow transplant in Seat-
tle, Washington, I returned to Florence to finish my career.   This De-
cember 13th, I will celebrate 28 years post-transplant. 

At retirement, I thought I would be playing golf and badminton and 
maybe finding a place to continue teaching juggling.  Along came pickle-
ball and all of that became history.  I started playing in Green Valley, 
Arizona while visiting my parents.  Returning to Colorado Springs, I was 
walking my dogs at Monument Valley Park and came across people play-
ing pickleball at the 5 duel stripped tennis courts.  I was invited to play.  
We were a small group that knew we would be growing and that we 
would be needing dedicated pickleball courts.  We decided to form a club 
in order to approach CS Parks and Recreation.  Many dedicated players, 
including Steve and Ramona Boone, had already done a lot of work to get 
us started but no one wanted to take the roll as President of our new 
club.  Not knowing what I was doing, I volunteered to be the founding 
President of our new club.  We now have nearly 1200 players and 19 ded-
icated courts in Colorado Springs.  After serving two, two year terms, I 

now teach beginner 
lessons and guided play 
for our association.  I 
am also proud member 
of Green Valley, Arizona 
Pickleball Club and hap-
py to be a part of their 
accomplishment of get-
ting a new 24 court 
pickleball complex.   

I have recently taken on 
the position of Educational Ambassador for Great Plains Region and I am 
looking forward to the possibilities of this position. 

My partner of 32 years, Amy, and I enjoy our little dog Kalli Jean, camp-
ing, kayaking, and spending our retirement years together.  I am truly 
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blessed to have found pickleball and all the great friends that have come 
with it. 
 

December Star - Kenny Long (The Pickleball Pastor) - Sun City, AZ 

I live and play pickleball in Sun City, Arizona, 
but my pickleball journey started in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. After playing racquetball 
for 20 years I had to give it up after back 
surgery. While I was recovering, I was invited 
to play pickleball. After my first trip to the 
courts in Grand Junction, I was hooked on the 
game.  

I don’t have a long resume of wins at big tour-
naments, but I love to compete. I have picked 
up 15 medals in local tournaments in Colorado 
and Arizona at the 3.5 and 4.0 levels because I 
have been pretty good at picking partners.  I 
am also a founding member of SSIPA. 
Pickleball has opened up a whole new world 
for me. It has even brought opportunities for 
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ministry into my life. I have performed 2 weddings for friends that I have 
made playing pickleball.  

I was born and raised in Tennessee and you will often see me on the 
courts wearing Tennessee Orange and ready to talk about the Tennessee 
Volunteers. I also love to talk about hunting deer, elk and bear. I served 
as a guide in Colorado for 13 years, but now at age 67 I would rather talk 
about climbing the mountains than actually having to climb them again.  

As much as I love pickleball and hunting, my first love is preaching the 
gospel and serving as a pastor of a local church. I serve as the senior pas-
tor at First Baptist Church in Sun City, Arizona and pickleball has allowed 
me to meet a lot of folks and make many new friends and to do ministry 
as well.  I will often invite folks to come hear me preach so they can say, 
“I beat that preacher in pickleball”.  Being a pastor has allowed me to 
make friends all around the world. I have been on mission trips to Mexi-
co, Thailand and Nepal. I have been to Zimbabwe twice and 3 times to 
China.  

 If you ever need a “Pickleball Pastor” you can find one at First Baptist 
Church in Sun City or on the courts at the Marinette Center in Sun City 
AZ. I won’t be able to help you get over your pickleball addiction, but I 
will be able to sympathize with you. 
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2020 Tournament Schedule 
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Coming Soon: 2020 ARNOLD “50 Plus” SSIPA Pickleball Classic 

  

2019 Tournament Updates 

SSIPA West Championships - Surprise, AZ 

Another tournament in the SSIPA Championship series along with the East 
and World Championships.   These three special tournaments provide 
players with the best competition and extra point values in the points 
race each year.  Be watching for one or two new tournaments to be added 
to the championship series in 2020, possibly North and South or Central.  

6ZDJ�%DJ�
5DIºH
6QDFNV
5HIUHVKPHQWV

��������ǡ���
DĂƌĐŚ�ϱƚŚ�Θ�ϲƚŚ͕�ϮϬϮϬ

ϭϲ�WŝĐŬůĞďĂůů��ŽƵƌƚƐ͊

7KH�$512/'�µ���3OXVµ�66,3$�
����������3LFNOHEDOO�&ODVVLF

����
��Ƭ�����������������������Ǩ

6FDUERURXJK�(DVW�7HQQLV
�������&ROXPEXV��2KLR

'LYLVLRQV�DUH�6NLOO�	�$JH�%DVHG
0HQ¶V�	�:RPHQ¶V�'RXEOHV�

����������������������������6NLOO�/HYHO

�����������0,;('�'RXEOHV�
����������������������������6NLOO�/HYHO

�����������������������
���������������SOXV

�����������������������
���������������SOXV

������%H�3DUW�RI�WKH�����
$512/'�6SRUWV�)HVWLYLDO�

DĞŶ͛Ɛ�Θ�tŽŵĞŶ͛Ɛ��ŽƵďůĞƐ�Ͳ�&ƌŝĚĂǇ�DĂƌĐŚ�ϲƚŚ͕�ϮϬϮϬ
DŝǆĞĚ��ŽƵďůĞƐ�Ͳ�dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ�DĂƌĐŚ�ϱƚŚ͕�ϮϬϮϬ�
5HJLVWHU�RQ�3LFNOHEDOO�7RXUQDPHQWV�FRP

 9



SSIPA Newsletter  January 2020

Any additional championship tournaments will be added to the schedule 
during the first quarter of the year. 

SSIPA West was held at the Surprise city courts for the second consecutive 
year in the heart of Arizona pickleball, one of the largest and most com-
petitive areas of the country for senior pickleball.  The tournament was 
held on the 16 court outdoor complex over a four day period from Sep-
tember 30 – October 3rd.  With over 300 players in singles, doubles and 
mixed doubles the play once again produced champions that are some of 
the best in the country.  For complete results go to pickleballtourna-
ments.com and look in the past tournaments. 

Jeff Stone, president of the Surprise Pickleball Association (SPA) and SSIPA 
Board member was the tournament director.  Jeff has been providing 
quality tournaments for players from all areas of the country and Canada 
for many years.  He and his staff do a most commendable job and are an 
example for the global pickleball community.  SSIPA will be coming back 
to Surprise in 2020 again for both 
the West Championships and World 
Championships in November and 
December.  Please go to SSIPA-
PB.org for the 2020 tournament 
schedule.   

A special thank you to all the SPA 
membership for hosting in 2019.  
We can all look forward to 2020, 
another great year for pickleball. 
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The Japan Open Pickleball Championships - Yamanouchi, Japan 

SSIPA’s first circuit event in Asia.  The Japan 
Open was held on October 5-6 at Kanbayashi 
Total Field in Yamanouchi, Japan.  Players 
competed in men’s, women’s and mixed 
doubles during the two day tournament.  
There were about 30 players from the United 
States and 40 players from Asia.  The largest 
group from outside Japan from Asia were the 
players from Chinese Taipei (Taiwan), about 
20 players.  These players were mostly under 
30 in age and came from a background of 
high level badminton. 

The first day had rain and court-drying was accomplished in order to be 
able to complete the day.  Then the second day would have been a rain-
out except that an indoor facility had been reserved for play.  Moving in-
doors about 30 miles away from the outdoor facility provided a number of 
challenges including having to tape twelve courts before play could be-
gin.  With the assistance of most of the players, the total delay was only 
2 hours.  The indoor play allowed for the tournament to be completed as 
scheduled.  

The event was a success and highly complemented by the players and 
spectators.  Most of the Japanese players were competing in their first 
tournament and really enjoyed the experience.  Next year’s Japan Open 
will be in Tokyo, the site of the 
2020 Olympics.  Daniel Moore 
was the tournament organizer 
and Ford Roberson was the Tour-
nament Director along with op-
erations manager.  Congratula-
tions to all the staff and volun-
teers that supported the inau-
gural Japan Open Pickleball 
Tournament.  Good luck in 2020. 
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Horseshoe Bay Resort Senior Open - Horseshoe Bay, TX 

The Horseshoe Bay Resort Senior Open was a SSIPA standalone tournament 
held on October 15-17th in the Texas Hill Country.  This resort is one of 
Texas’s treasures for outdoor entertainment in a special setting deep in 
the heart of Texas.  With 8 dedicated outdoor courts, located adjacent to 
outdoor tennis courts for practice, the tournament ran smoothly for the 
150 plus players.  Competition was held in singles, doubles and mixed 
doubles for three days. 

Rooms were available onsite at a discount in a spacious, comfortable set-
ting right next to the courts.  Early morning breakfast was just a few 
steps away in the resort restaurant.  The event had rain delays, but the 
players all worked hard to make the daily play finish each day as sched-
uled.  Most matches were very competitive and provided entertainment 
for the spectators and player alike. 

The local pickleball teaching professional, Matt Lazarine, did a super job 
of directing the tournament.  Matt was assisted by Karin Plotts for regis-
tration and tournament operations.  Chuck Flanagan and Mary Payne were 
in charge of the match calls and referee coordination.  This was a super 
first year tournament at a special location.  SSIPA members should plan 
now to attend the two events in 2020.  Congratulations to all the staff 
and volunteers for a job well done. 
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The Marriott Desert Ridge Holiday Classic - Phoenix, AZ 

This tournament has now run for three consecutive years in Phoenix, Ari-
zona.  With men’s doubles on Friday, mixed doubles Saturday and 
women’s doubles on Sunday, the event had plenty of competition for 
everyone. Once again, the tournament was limited to about 250 players 
on the 12 outdoor courts in this special setting.  The Marriott resorts are 
great environments for hosting a tournament where the food and service 
are exceptional.  Viewing for the courts in the individual chairs is great 
for both the players and spectators.   

Tournament organizers are Jack Thomas, former president of the USAPA 
and local tennis and pickleball professional Brian Thorfinnson.  Jack’s 
support of SSIPA by host-
ing these tournaments for 
the past 3 years is greatly 
appreciated.  Brian makes 
sure the support needed 
on site is of exceptional 
quality as the standard 
for a Marriott event.   The 
Browns, Sandy and Terry, 
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served once again as the referee coordinators.  Nearly all of the referees 
were certified again this year.  The event had some rain delay issues, but 
all matches were completed each day and Sunday was completed in the 
mid-afternoon.   Ford Roberson served as the registrar and operations 
manager for the tournament for the third straight year as well. 

The date for the tournament next year has been moved to the first week 
in December, just prior to SSIPA World’s in Surprise.  Plan now to attend 
both tournaments for 2020 for some great competition. 

 

SSIPA World Championships - Surprise, AZ 

This was the first year for the SSIPA World Championships to be held in 
Surprise, AZ.  It had the largest number of players in the Championship 
series with 432 players. This was a four day tournament due to the large 
numbers registered for the event. It was held Monday thru Thursday, De-
cember 2-5 and Wednesday was the only day with weather problems. 
Men’s Doubles on Wednesday was delayed about an hour in the morning 
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and then about 4:30 in the afternoon play had to stop again because of 
the rain. The format was shortened but the events were finished on 
Thursday morning before the singles matches started. Weather was beau-
tiful all the other days.  Jeff Stone and Marlene Berwald and their great 
staff put on a tournament that made all the players very comfortable. 
There were plenty of snacks, food truck and great seating to watch the 
matches. This was the last tournament to be included in the point’s race 
for the SSIPA Points Awards final results for 2019.  

The SSIPA Board was out in full force with Mark Kellam, Tim Kuss, Vicky 
Noakes, Fred Thompson, Ford Roberson, Jeff Stone and website designer 
Dave Allenbaugh. 
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Communications Review:  

1. We have various ways to communicate with us via email: please 
use the appropriate email:   

a.For MemberLeap and membership questions: ssipa.member-
ship@gmail.com 

b.For general questions about our organization, policies, proce-
dures – that pertain to all members: ssipa.pb@gmail.com 

c.For web site questions or comments: ssipa.webmaster@gmail.-
com 

2. www.ssipa-pb.org  is our official web page and the primary way in-
formation is passed on to members and the pickleball community. 
Please visit this site and get: Breaking News, SSIPA Code of Ethics/
Bylaws, SSIPA Stars (player profiles), Board member bios, Member-
ship, Founding Members, Tournament Schedule and links to results, 
Guidelines on Hosting a Tournament and SSIPA Point Leaders. 

3. Join our Group Facebook page: you can ask to join (it is a closed 
group) by searching for Super Senior International Pickleball Asso-
ciation.  

4. We also have a SSIPA Facebook Page to better share information 
and have you Follow 

Membership Number: Will I need my SSIPA Membership Number?  When 
you join we will send you your SSIPA membership number. You should not 
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need it in the future as each Tournament Director will receive a list of all 
current SSIPA Members that are playing in their tournament. There is no 
membership card.  If you have a problem, contact: 
SSIPA.Membership@gmail.com     

SAFETY in all our tournaments and play is paramount. Super Senior play-
ers can be more prone to minor injuries – stretching before play, ade-
quate hydration, and proper conditioning should be a goal for everyone. 
Eye protection, while not required, is strongly recommended. The poten-
tial for eye injury is high and can easily be protected/minimized by al-
ways wearing glasses, sunglasses or goggles - both indoor and outdoor. 
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